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The Latent Meaning of “Economy” : The results of free association method
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Summary

In the present paper the author used free association method to investigate the latent meaning,
or the representation of the word economy.

A content analysis of the respondent’s responses (N=160) led to the following general results:
1) The term ecomomy is represented as a relatively clearly defined gestalt, shuctwre.

2) The associations made by the respondents were very similar to those used in news programs

(NHK News Programs) .

As a result of a quantitative analysis, the respondent’s associations can be classified into two
different categories, namely, “the experiential aspects of economy”, and “the analytical aspects of
economy”. The largest number of respondents displayed a tendency chardcterized by the
“experiential view” of economy, and the rest were more analytical in their approach to economy.
Moreover, it was found that such demographical factors as sex, education level, and occupation,
played in some aspects some role in the respondent’s free associations, however, the data are not

enough to draw clear conclusions about the effects of these factors.
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