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On the K&so Daishi Himitsu Engi

Kimiko Sxopk

The “Kdso Daishi Himitsu Engi” is one of the group of handscrolls that take as their main
theme the biography of the priest Kikai(K&bd Daishi). It is thought. that this type of scroll
became established in the latter half of the thirteenth century. The oldest surviving work is the
scrolls owned by Anrakujuin-temple, and is dated 1468. This paper discusses the composition and
content firstly of the Antakujuin “K8so Daishi Himitsu Engi”, as part of a consideration of the
“kdso Daishi Himitsu Engi” scrolls as a whole. To clarify the characteristics of the Anrakujuin
serolls, It is compared with other types of Kobd Daishi biographical scrolls such as the “Koya
Daishi Gyd#5 Zuga”, in Jizdin-temple and the scrolls of the same name in the Halutsuru Fine Art
Museum. This paper also investigates the relationship between the handscrolls and various written
biographics of Kobo Daishi in Chinese characters. Discussion of the results of this latter
investigation will be deferred to a later date, however, owing to lack of space in the present

paper.



