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Legal Framework in Japanese Medieval Feudal Society : concerning
the development of Chigyo (H{T)

Hiroaki TsusimoTo

Summary

Japanese feudal fief-system was framed through the process of change from the
manor system to the feudal system in Japanese medieval society. The motive
force was the political and military management power of Buke that ruled the
medieval society in our country. However, this Shiki (%) system was an orga-
nization of the local order in the manor system. Therefore, Shiki (B;) was a
source (Honken Z#) of Chigyo (HIfT) with the legal effect. An image of
Shiki (B} system which is the nucleus of the manor system, remained in afterward
society. In consequence, the lord’s fief was called Jitoshiki (HESAME) in this
stage. The feudal lords had a priviledge on land called fief. The security for
their fief came to be based on the real ruling ; Tochigyd (HH5T) with the growth
of the political and military force of the lord King (Shogun). The change of this
security system is called the historical turnabout from the manor system to the
feudal system. This historical epoch corresponds to the period of A. D. 1422 ;
the 29th year of Oei (J%7) in Japan. In this essay, the author demonstrates
some concrete cases through the process of the progress of Chigyo (HIfT) in
medieval society.



