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“Culture and TEFL in Japan”
—— Cultures, Ways of thinking, and Languages ——
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--The Japanese language is so complex that it has been called “the Devil’s
language.” Since the Japanese as a people distrust and shun straightforward
verbal communication, this suits them just fine.'*

-+Racially and culturally, Japan is the most homogeneous of the world’s major
nations — which is a prime reason Japanese have been able to Westernize
their society yet still preserve a keen sense of their own special identity. -

- Though Japanese rarely admit it, their society is an exclusionary one. The
only way to win complete acceptance by Japanese is to be born into their tribe.

e o =

--Japanese abhor direct personal confrontation and, to avoid it, almost always
operate by consensus. Though often a handicap, this is also a source of
strength, -
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Fig.(1) Japanese Cultural Profiles ¢**
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Fig.(2} American Cultural Profile ‘2%
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Summary

Every culture attempts to create a “universe of words” for ite members, in which people can
interpret their experience and convey it to one another.

If two people, both of whom belong to different cultures, meet, their communication may cause
them frustrations, sometimes leading even to detestation.

In recent years, many kinds of foreigners can be seen here and there in Japan. On the other

hand, our Japanese society, in various fields aconomies, eulture, politics, ete. is now
undergoing big changes as well as other countries in the world.

Though TEFL is equally confronting with grave situations, the present writer wants to
emphasize the learners’ needs to learn by experiencing completely both foreign cultures, and

foreign ways of thinking. And the present writer considers TEFL really begins with the true
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underatanding.of foreign cultures by living with people in their cultures, talking with them, and
sharing joys and sorrows with them on the basis of our knowledge of foreign cultural backgrouns

and our linguistic knowledge. Indeed, tolearn a launguage is to learn a culture itse]f.



