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Feral Buffalo in Australia
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Summary

The buffalo was introduced first to Melville Island from Timor in 1826. In 1828 buffalo
were introduced to Cobourg Peninsula from Timor and Melville Island. They were introduced
as potential food and beasts of burden. However, later some buffalo were released and
escaped when settlements were abandoned.

By 1885 feral buffalo were well established. Feral buffalo are most common on the flood
plﬁins of the Top End of the Northern Territory. In 198586 the numbers were estimated at
350,000.

Like many feral animals, feral buffalo has positive and negative aspects. Feral buffalo has
provided a source of meat and skins for commercial utilisation, a tourist attraction and a
source for buffslo farming.

Buffalo, however, compete with cattle for food and spread livestock diseases such as
tuberculosis. Further feral buffalo damage flood-plain environments. Channoels formed by
buffalo have resulted in the intrusion of saltwater into fresh water swamps with subsequent
loss of original vegetation. In Australia, recently feral buffalo have been controlled on a

large scale to eliminate negative aspect.



