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Summary

The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate some statistical characteristics of rural communi -
ties in Iwate, Miyagi, Akita, Yamagata and Nigata prefecture. Data were taken from the “Rural
Community Cards™ of '80 of these prefectures, respectively. Random sampling data from the
whole Japanese rural communities of ‘30 were used for the comparative analysis. Then, the data
from the Kinki area were compared with those of the Tohoku area.

We applied the pricipal component analysis and the latent profile analysis to these data. The

following results were obtained. First, the basic structure of the Japanese rural communrities is
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common to the Tohoku and the Kinki area. The centroids of principal component scores show
that prefectures in the Tohoku area and the Kinki area can be devided into three groups @
Osaka, Kyoto, Hyogo, and Nara prefecture, @ Miyagi, [wate, Akita, and Nigata prefecture, and
® Wakayama and Yamagata prefecture. Second, two latent classes were obtained in Iwate and
Miyagi prefecture. These latent classes are thought to be classified by the degree of activity of
rural communites. This characteristics is common to all prefectures in the research. There,
however, remains the problem of why the discriminant function of latent classes could not be got

in several prefectures.

Key words: Rural Community Cards, principal component analysis, latent profile analysis,
laten class.



