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The Image of ‘Mushi' in Old Japanese

Noriko KiMura

Summary

meant the generic name of worms, insects,

In old Japanese the word ‘mushi

were divided into two classes accord-

mushi’

and reptiles. However, many kinds

ing to their infuruence upon the people’s life in ancient times, that is to say,

bringing happiness and prosperity and bringing disaster. Each of them

‘mushi

was worshiped as gods, becouse they had various excellent or occult power which

the people failed to possess.

Yet after the Nara Period, they rapidly lost their power under the pres-

sure of foreign religions.



