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On Commuting Area of Major Cities in Chugoku District

Akio Mrzuta
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Summary

Commuting areas of major citles in Chugoku district are consist of 50 central cities and its
nelghbor cities, towns and villages where the commuting ratio against those central cities
exceeds 5 percent in 1985. Geographical distributions of these commuting areas are not only
in coastal plain but also in mountainous inland reflected to its complicated topographies.
But, the Chugoku Mountains, a part of the Kibi Plateau, some remote islands in the Japan
Sea and the Inland Sea are excluded from these commuting areas.

Hiroshima and Okeyama are two big central cities in Chugoku district. In recent years, so
called survival-of-the—fittest phenomenon among these two wide city areas are in progress.

The ratio of commuting against those central cities are increasing gradually, but inactive in
some industrial city areas along the Inland Sea.

San-in and San-yo are two big contrary areas in Chugoku district. Also there are much
differences in grade of economic growth between active eastern part of the district and

unchangeable west.



