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River Landscape through the several sorts of Meishozue (guidebooks)

. an example of Kamo River, Kyoto in the Edo Era
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Summary

Several sorts of Meishozue(&FiE£) in Edo Era are guidebooks that contain not only the
descriptions but also the pictures. The author analyzed the landscape of Kamo River and
Takase River in Kyoto by using the pictures.

The principal findings of this study may be summarized as follows:

(1) The majority of pictures show the landscapes between Sanjo and Gojo district.

(2) The author can grasp the differences by comparison several pictures of the same place
which were drawn in various time. As the result, for example, the Shijo Bridge was a
temporary bridge in Hengakukihan(B¥IHH) (1821), and was a permeanent one in
Miyakononigiwai (O & i3\~)(1857) .

(3) The landscepe of the majority of the pictures were drawn in short and middle distance.

(4) The painter draw the pictures by using the bird’ s—eye technique, by facing the eastward
mainly.

(5) The author can not find the banks in the pictures. But the riverside protecting works
were done by the stone wall, the wooden wall, the skeleton dyke, the gabion and the.
stone dyke techniques.

(6) River-bed consists of the gravel, is generally flat. River flow forms several channel
bars in the river-bed.

(7 The author classified the river use into the use of river water and the use of river
landscape.

The pictures of several sorts of Meishozue are apt to draw only good landscape becsuse they
are the guidebook. Admitting that it is so, the author can state from the pictures that the
painter regard the river landscape as the kindness, the beauty or the familiarity. The suthor
think that we should pay more attention to the pictures of several sorts of Meishozue to
proceed the present Water Front Project.



