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On Nijishi-ko (twenty-four paragons of filial piety)

in Private Collection

Kimiko Shiode

This resume presents Nijushi-ko(twenty-four paragons of filial piety) in Private Collection. It
is an illustrated manuscript consisting of two volumes (29.6 X 224 cm each). Such illustrated
manuscripts are sometimes called by the name of Nara-ehon (a type of illustrated narrative
book or scroll consisting mainly of short folk tales).

The book covers are made of dark-blue paper with paintings in gold, which are flowers of
wisteria on the first volume, and plants on the second volume. The paintings in gold are seen
also on nearly half of the writing papers, such as plants or waves. These paintings are
decorative and patterned rather than realistic.

The text, a selection of twenty-four episodes on Chinese dutiful sons, is uch the same as
that of four other works, which belong to Saga Books, Otogl Library, Kuyd Library, and
Ishikawa Collection respectively. You can see the translation into type of all the text of Private
Collection version and the comparison with that of four other versions at the end of this resume.

Regarding the illustrations, there is a difference in number. While Saga Books version and
Otogl Library version each includes twenty-four illustrations, Kuyd Library version has
sixteen, and Private Collection version and Ishikawa Collection version each fourteen. The
comparison of the styles of illustrations will be discussed in other treatise.

This work is one of the illustrated narrative books and handscrolls in Private Collection. The

author will write another report on the whole Collection soon.
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