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The Constitution of Modern Japanese Nation-State and the Territorial Expansion
: sociological note on the assimilarion of Ryitkyu to Japan
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Summary

This paper presents a description of the assimilation process after the unification of Ryukyu by mod-
ern Japanese state in the Meiji era. In pre-modern period, the political status of Ryukyd was under the
dual control (ie, ‘ryouzoku’) of Japan (the domain of Samuma) and China (Qing), wherein actual-
ly Satuma and nominally Qing. As 2 result of ‘ryouzoku’, its culture and ethnicity are influenced by
both Japan and China. After the political process between these two countries including diplomatic
negotiation and war ultimately, the sovereignty of Ryukyu was confirmed to Japan and Ryiukyi became
one of the prefectures in Japan, namely ‘Okinawa prefecture’ . Then, the movement of assimilation to
inland Japan began under the political pressure of Japan following the conflict between native habitants
and national government. The people of Okinawa are expected to and desire to be ‘genuine Japanese’
in order to avoid the discrimination with prejudice by inland Japanese. Through the period of this assim-
ilation movement, it was the most important for Okinawa people to acquire the standard language of
Japan, namely, the ‘standard Japanese’.In the present paper, it was confirmed that any nation-state
claims the cultural as same as the political standard to creat and integrate the nation, that is to say spacial

homogeneousness like the historical case of Okinawa in Ryukyu.
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