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Summary

Comparative study of Community Development based on Public
Transits in U.S.A. and Japan
Kiyotaka JITSU

Key Words
public transit, LRT, LRV, Seattle, Portland, romendensya or Street car, community bus,
kotsusyakaijikken or traffic social experiment

Public transits are affordable means of move for common people. Unfortunately the public
transits have been faded under the shadow of automobile. It's quite true that the
mortalization played a great role of promoting urbanizatin as well as a progress of industry.
The oil shock sounded alarm reckless motarization. An automobile is the most oil abusing
vehicle. So. public transits gained a popularity again. In USA a remodeled street car called
LRV appeared; Characteristic of LRV is as follows; Having an exclusive tramway;Having a
transit mall;Having low steps around the doors. LRV is gentle for environment as well as
friendly for senior citizens and the hadicapped. Now as many as 16 cities in USA adopted
LRV. In some US cities as Seattle and Portland introduced bus free ride system in the down
town area.

In Japan, there is a tough law for the management of public transitithere is little subsidies
for the management. So it's very difficult for the tram company to introduce LRV due to the
expensiveness. Musasino City succeeded to introduce a community bus]It's a small sized bus
and can go through narrow lane so that approach where the residents live, It's extremely
convinient for the senior citizens. In order to enhance the community development, Japan

should learn the subsidy system from US cities.



