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Summary

This paper intended to describe the making of nation-state of Japan as an example showing
how local communities are reorganized as the result of the reorganization of the global
society. In order for the nation-state to emerge, national identity must be formed in such a
way as to include pre-modern local identities itself. The concept of kyodo ("home country"')
proposed by Yanagita Kunio was re-defined precisely as a concept which would intermediate
between these levels of identity. This concept came into popular use from the end of the Meiji
to the beginning of the Taisho period However, in the process of being diffused, it lost the
capacity to represent "Japanese nation", expressing only the sense of belonging, past and
present, with regard to the local communities subject to the state, As a result, the national
identity, which would have served as an intermediacy between Japan as a whole and local
communities, did not develop to the full and remained rather as an admixture of the
domination of the communities by the central government in the name of the Emperor on the
one hand, and past reminiscences of those communities isolated from one another, on the

other.
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