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Archaeological Examination of
Three Burial Sites in Japan

Masayoshi Mizuno

Summary

By examining some features of the ancient tunnel tombs found at Kumagaya in
Musashi Province (now Yckchama City, Kanagawa Prefecture}, the author as
serts that the 26 graves can be divided into 1l small groups consisting of 2 or
3 graves, and that each of them indicates family graves of 2 or 3 generations.
He also points out that, generally speaking, grave yards are formed from the
higher down to the lower part of the hill, and his emphasis is on an existence
of trails leading to all the graves and the relationship between the trails and
the family graves.

2 sets of 5 dishes ten in all ; some teeth of the upper jaw of a horse ; and
orm bonl of a bore were excavated near the paddy fields and ditches which existed
during the Heian Period, at the Yanagi kubo site in Kozuke Province
(now Maebashi City, Gunma Prefecture). Adrawing of a fierce demon god
riding a golloping horse and of another god with a halberd, paintd in Indian
ink 1s found on the two dishes respectively. His explanation is alsc that those
remains show a coincide with the ritual of appeasing an agricultural god, as
discribed by an ancient documents “Kogo-shui”.

Various Kinds of baked clay figures are found in normal shape and in numbers,
at the Nagase - Takahama site in Hoki Province (now Hawai Town,Tottori
Prefecture). By examning the records of the excavation, the author can recognize
that they originally stood in a shallow pit. His explanation is that thoses
haniwa had been kept in the storage pit, before putling them on a square mound
of a key - shaped tumuls built during the 5 th century.



