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Summary

Japan has now 145 central cities with a population exceeding one hundred thousand
people. In recent years, changes in the industrial structures, social and economic
environments of each area have brought about marked differences in developing
tendencies between those cities.

In this paper, the recent scales and developing tendencies of main central cities
over the country are discussed based on the uniform demarcation of urban areas,
with additional discussion on the correlations between the scales, developing tend-
encies, locations and functional characteristics of the cities.

In normal cases, discussion is made using statistics on a municipal area basis,
but this approach is geographically quite irrational and often covers only too
small areas. In this paper, therefore, | picked up those areas of cities, towns
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and villages which are located near and deeply related with the municipal areas of
central cities. This selection was made so that the following five requirements
might be satisfied :

1. Urban appearance is retained.

. Development has continued in recent years or in former stages,

. Good urban industries are flourishing,

. Daily human relations are strongly built up with the central city,

[SaREE N SV o]

. Administrative areas are linked.
As a result, 330 areas of cities, towns and villages were selected around 77 cen-
tral cities (including 79 in Tokyo, 46 in Osaka, 19 in Nagoya and 17 in Fukuoka).

Discussion as to the scales and developing tendencies of the central cities as
well as other aspects was made using statistical data of each city together with
those of neighboring cities, towns and villages which were selected. For the
scales of cities, population census data in 1985 and the sales data of retailers
and wholesalers in 1985 were used and for the developing tendencies of cities,
the rate of population change between 1975 and 1985 and those of the sales amounts
of retailers and wholesalers between 1976 and 1985 were calculated.

The results showed that the scales of population were ranked from the top in the
order of Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, Kyoto, Fukuoka, Kobe, Sapporo, Kitakyushu,
Hiroshima and Sendai; the sales amounts of retailers and wholesalers in the order
of Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, Fukuoka, Sapporo, Hiroshima, Sendai, Kobe, Kyoto
and Shizuoka. As for the increase rate of population, many cities in the Kanto
and Tokai Districts marked higher figures. On an area basis, the average in-
crease rate was lowest in Kinkl District and showed gradual rise from there toward
the eastern and wastern areas with the highest figures in Hokkaido and southern
.Kyushu, respectively. The sales amounts of retailers and wholesalers indicated
higher increase rate in Kanto and Tokai and lower increase in Kinki and San—in.

The increase rate of population was great in cities inhabited by 0.3 to 2
million people and became lower for cities having a population either larger or
smaller than this level. There was a tendency that the sales amount of retailers
and wholesalers per inhabitant increases as the population scale becomes larger.
The increase rate of population was larger in the cities showing a higher increase
rate in the sales amount of retailers and wholesalers.

Statistical data calculated for each city were not sufficiently analyzed, but
the scales of cities could be classified and demarcated based on more realistic
figures, which greatly differed from those obtained in the approach on a municipal
area basis, In addition, it was a noteworthy finding that the developing tendencies
of cities showed a certain regularity between areas. It was also a fruitful result
that 1 were able to point out which cities are developing or declining in a sig-
nificantly accurate manner.



