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On the Problems for the Agricultural Development in the remote region

of the Country: laying stress on the areal example of Hokkaido, Japan

Hideo Sakamorto
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Summary

The author has studied the agricultural condition of Hokkaido as a remote region of
Japan. The indications from the result of his study are next.

1. The remote region of the country has some attributes. These are poor condition
of nature for crop ripening, the coarse people, and the dwellings of aborigines.

2. 'The farmers of remote region must pay more accumulating freight of their products
and purchasing goods than the neighbor of central urban region.

Moreover, as the natural conditions of remote region is generally severe, the lands
have a poor harvest. The combination of the both freight and nature presses the farm
management to low income.

3. As in Hokkaido the price of manufactured goods which are transported far from the
industrial urban region of central Japan such as Tokyo is usually high, the residents
call it bad as the Price of Hokkaido. Indeed, it is seen in Hokkaido that the price of
farm machines and motorcars is generally higher than in the Hondo, Japan proper.

4, The cities, towns, and villages in which the farm land gains the lowest income level
of Japanese agricultural production per hectare distribute in the much cooler and still
more remote area in Hokkaido.

5. Having low yield per land, farmers effort to expand his properties. In the

northern — and eastern parts of Hokkaido which we may name the typical remote
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regions in Japan, the farmers have extended their meadow and cows since 1960’

But, as the size of their dairy farming has been mostly over the reasonable scale, they
have often fallen ill from overwork, and afterall some of them have become to give up
farming.

6. The land improvement such as drainage, subsoil plowing, soil dressing, and
giving lime will pull up the yield of the farms in the northern- and eastern Hokkaido.

7. But, even if fertility of the land is developed, the disadvantage by the remoteness
from the central urban region still remains.

There are many problems in Hokkaido agriculture to solve the disadvantage of
remoteness from the central urban region. It is seen remarkable that Hokkaido’s farmers
have less concerns about marketing than the other Japan.

8. In the remote region the farmers and local-government should interest the market-

ing systems as well as land improvement.



