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Concerning the Word ° Shinzu {89 °
That Came into Existence in Ancient Japanese

Noriko Kimura

Summary

Today, the word * shinzuru f£¢9°% ’ in most popularly used when the Japanese
people say that they have faith in gods and buddhas. However, the word came from
the Chinese ‘shin {2 * which was conjucated as Japanese.

In ancient Japanese there were such verbs as ‘uku < ', ' tanomu 72 ',
and ‘ makasu ¥/ 9 ', which indicated there feelings when they believed in gods
and buddhas. The three verbs abovementioned and ‘ shinzu’ were mixed up, mainly
in Kamakura Buddhism.

During the time, ‘ shinzu ’~ acquired the realistic meaning in Japanese.



