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National Consciousness and Popular Classes in the Later Shogunate

Michitaka K amaba

Summary

The awakening of national consciousness in Japan dates from the later
Shogunate # ¥ . It was in this period that the Western capitalist nations
called for the opening of Japan.

In this article the author makes a study of the following points :

(1) Under the pressures from abroad, there arose rapidly a deep political in-
terest in Japan.

(2) Those samurais B.:, who devoted themselves to political activities, even-
tually, incorporated the idea of “people” into their ideology.

(3) At the same time, there grew up the common sentiment that there should
not be any more fratricidal war among the Japanese people. And

( 4 ) The popular classes, the very people, also tock the national conscious-
ness that they should defend their lives and country against foreign nations
by themselves.



