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Archaeology of Female in ancient Japan

Masayoshi Mizuno

Summary

Chronology of the female’s social positions in ancient Japan i1s discussed archae-
ologically in this paper as follows:

1. In the Jomon period, the female exclusively used the right side in a dwell-
ing, worshiped clay figurins as a god, and engaged in collecting activities, while
the male used the left side in a dwelling, worshiped penis-shaped stones, and engaged
in hunting activities. The female contrasted the male, then the sexual dichotomy
was clearly established as mentioned above. But the specially large stone ones stood
in the central plaza at many village suggests that the male would exceed in the lead-
ership to the community.

2. In the Yayoi period, the position was fundamentaly changed influenced by
the Chinese culture. The archaeclogical featurs that the female would be generally
beried beneath of the mound beside of a central person (male), a head of a family
show a female soctal position became to be minor compared with male who took
mainly charge of agricultural activities. A drastic diminution of female social
role began in this period.

3. In the Kofun period, judging from the Haniwa or clay images found on berial
mounds, roles of the service or religious sections in the political organaization
Seemed to be exclusively assigned to the female, and then they were confined to
the dependent class in the soctety.



