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A Study on Pair of Genji-e Screens in Nara University:
Succession, Adoption, and Modification of Iconology

Kimiko SHIODE

This paper discusses the characteristics of the iconology of a pair of Genji-e Screens in Nara University
(Pair of six-panel screens, Color on gold ground on paper. 109.3 X 274.9 cm each. Edo period).

The right screen represents one scene respectively from six chapters : “Kiritsubo”, “Hahakigi”,
“Wakamurasaki”, “Momiji-no-ga”, “Aoi”, “Hatsune”, and the left screen from the other six chapters:
“Miotsukushi” “Nowaki”

“E-awase” “Tokonatsu”, “Wakana 1", “Wakana 11". These twelve scenes are

il s b}

especially popular in the tail of Genji, which had been painted in various Genji-e until then, and a cerain
pattern of iconology had already been formed.

This pair of screens also generally successes these traditional iconology, but includes a few unique
representations. For example, in “Kiritsubo” you can see one woman who does not appear in the original
text of Genji.

In addition, it is notable that there is a relation between our pair of screens and a group of Genji-e screens
by Iwasa Matabei school artists, which are in Kyoto National Museum, Ishikawa Prefectural Museum
of Art, The Museum Yamato Bunkakan, and Art Gallery of New South Wales. A part of their iconology
", “E-awase”, and “Nowaki” in our screens.

The comparison shows that our screens adopted a part of iconology in that group. Such kind of
adoptions can be seen also in “Wakana 1", whose four men playing Kemari derive from the scene of Kemari
in Nenju Gyoji Emaki T11-3 dated to the late 12" century.

While our pair of screens successes the traditional iconology of Genji-e, it adopts the one in old scrolls
and in various Genji-e of the early Edo period as we have seen above. In both cases, however, it does not
merely copy them but reconstructs and produces its own expressions.

The date of our screens by an anonymous painter is supposed to be around the middle of the Edo period.

-126 -



