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The study of the Vegetable Producing District on the Points of its
Types and Regional Distribution, Expected in the Future of Japan.
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Summary

The author has studied the vegetable producing districts on the points of its
types and the regional distribution which are expected in the future of Japan.
The study made rapid progress by using of the Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research, under the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture. This paper is
the condensed report of The Project Research, Project No. 56580171, which was
carried out from 1981 to 1983.

The indications from the result of the study are next.

1, The raising of some leaf vegetables such as cabbage, lettuce, and chinese
cabbage brings usually small gain per hectare instead of labor saving. Therefore
the farmers who produce specially these vegetables need a considerable farm
acreage, about 7 hectare and the most successful managements of them are seen
on the highlands which situate about 1, 200 metre or so high from the sea level
in the central parts of Honshi Island.

2. It results from the above facts that the vegetable raising of the small gain
per hectare should locate in the eastern or northern Japan where the farm size
is considerable large.

3. As some vegetable raising which needs much intensive labor suites to the
small farms, the groups of them can play the producers. These types of far-
ming have a tendency to prefer the rural area where the industrial and com-
mercial activity are comparatively weak.

4. Nowadays the number of part-time farm households hold 86% of all Japa-
nese farm households. Though their each producing unit is small, the gathered
labor-powers which are mainly made up of old men and housewives comes
to a large amount. In some districts the part-time farms perform the vege-
table producer in their own ways. The vegetable production by the parttime
farms should be organized more and more in the future.

5. Todays the farmers get a deficit or small profit from the vegetable raising
of plastic greenhouse, because the price of oil for heating has risen and the
oversupply of vegatables from the plastic greenhouse has brought low price.

If the problems which hinder the agricultural development at present shall
be solved in the future, the vegetable fruits in cold season should be supply
from the warmer Okinawa prefecture or the countries of Sotuheastern Asia.



