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Summary

In his ‘Falsification and the Methodology of Scientific Research Programmes’,
Imre Lakatos describes various versions of falsificationism : dogmatic, naive and
sophisticated ones. He criticizes the first two versions and seems to think that
sophisticated falsificationism represents his own point of view, But sophisticated
falsificationism appears to me to have several defects. It tells us that a scientific
theory T is falsified if and only if another theory has excess empirical content
over T and some of the excess content is corroborated. This rule of falsification
seems to be too severe, For it follows from the rule that there cannot bhe
degenerating series of theories. Moreover this rule alone cannot provide the
series with the continuity that is necessary for it to constitute one problemshift.

His real position is the methodology of scientific research programmes. A
research programme has a conventionally irrefutable ‘hard core’ and a ‘positive
heuristic’ which defines problems and outlines the construction of auxiliary
hypotheses. But his notion of research pogramme is too comprehensive and
ambiguous to be discussed systematically. (To be continued.)



