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Mistakes in English Dictionaries and Encyclopedias (3)

Naotoshi YaMaGIsHI

0 &

KEOHH - AHTHIBYNEISDEEZLNT N 5, L& L Alexander Pope
(1688—1744) @=5< To err is human, M EH L E -, B ORWREDEH
e ERERIITY,

HEOEMIL DV TOR > HAIR, ARBRTARAC OV TEREFLELT LER 30
THEETHD, NTENREHTCI 2R Y KBELZEVR, #ZiE London @ Rout-
ledge and Kegan Paul Ltd. $f7® The Universal Dictionary of the English
Language (1952) €% % the Japan Seas @ s THh 5, WMEWICTELRDOTESE
BREE L CX RITEIMER L7z, TO/NRICIRET 6 #EOIREE L D DR D&RE
ZERMLb S,

A

Webster's New World Dictionary, Second College Edition (1976), Cleveland,
Ohio, US.A, oRH LEICt>& Associate Editor ©#% 2 Mrs. Ruth K. Kent oEZ
BEFOED,

(1)ginseng 1,any of several perennial plants (genus Panax) of the ginseng
family, with thick, forked, aromatic roots, esp. a Chinese species (Panax schin-
seng) and a N. American species (Panax quinquefolius). 2.the root of these
plants, used medicinally by the Chinese 1. ARIBE kT2 ) AT TIL,
Bl (K2R OD > BN EEL), ARTHRER - BY - BERUETRE AT
3, ARTOHEBRPMIVETSRA Sh1sliHCiIciE ¥ 3, 2. @R E LThERY
TR - AR - BEFETERAIN TS, of C9), EQ).

Thank you for the information contained in your letter about ginseng. The use
of the plant has an interesting history. I locked at the ginseng in a nearby
health food store and found two or three brands imported from Korea and one
from Siberia. ¥R TEOEAABR LRZHE.

(2)sugar loaf, a conical mass of crystalized sugar.

FISEIRICRE B 2o s, z #1iC now rarely sold 220 MA THE D .

(3'wheat eake, a pancake made with whole-wheat flour. ~¢> %4 —3%. whole *

* FEENEAE (HF5sF9 A 8 B3R
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(4)karate []Jap., lit., open hand {kara, empty-+ie hand>] a Japanese system of
self-defense characterized chiefly by sharp, quick blows delivered with the hands
and feet, 75z, FEHIIC DT open hand % empty hand & 3w, 4z in the
sense of “weaponless” A2 NZ TIT LS,

(2)3)14)iz> % Your suggestions about entries for sugar loaf, wheat flour, and
the etymology of karate are thought-provoking. The contention that a wheat cake
is an ordinary pancake rather than one made from whole-wheat flour,was met with
general agreement on the part of the staff here, and a couple of our cook books
agree, too. The addition to the etymology of karate (to say, “in the $ense of
weaponless” in regard to empty hand) looks worthwhile. And it is true that
the sugar loaf is rarely sold. Sometimes a decision about adding such a piece
of information depends on space to spare on a given page. Space in the diction-
ary is always at a premium. We will keep all of vour suggestions on file.

(5)bonsai [Jap., lit., tray arrangement] 1. the art of dwarfing and shaping trees
and shrubs in shallow pots by pruning, controlled fertilization, etc. 2. pl. bonsai
such a tree or shrub. &%k, EI{IC> % tray arrangement (34D [bon, pot - sai, to
plant] &3 5%, ,

We thank you for the help with the origin of the word bonsai, 1t is good, of
you to give us the infortmaion for this etymology.

(6)developer, a person or thing that develops; specif. a) a person who develops
real estate on a speculative basis. ‘#5ihiE/X ¥ ¥ . on a speculative basis (I rY)
ZHIBLTIRE S D

(T)raccoon, a small, tree-climbing, chiefly flesh-eating mammal (Procyon lotor)
of N. America, active largely at night and characterized by long, yellowish
gray fur, black marklike markings across the eyes, and a long, black-ringed tail.
HH¢ %, chiefly flesh-eating (3329 . omnivorous (¥:fx®) mammal TH 3.
raccoon DTl frogs, crayfish, turtles, and other fresh-water animals, all ber-
ries and other fruits, corn % %,

(8)Autobahn, in Germany, an automobile expressway. in Germany % in Ger-
many and Austria ¥ 5.

(BXTIRICD X Your observatons about the definitions of the terms dewveloper,
raccoon, and Autobahn are well taken.

(9thandicraft 1. expertness with the hands : manual skill 2, an occupation or
art calling for skillful use of the hands as weaving, pottery, etc. 1. FSe D2,
F3£3, L L T articles made by hand (-FEER) #MA T E 53 A cf. Nara sends a
daily stream of commuters, agricultural products, cotton goods, and handicrafts.
zhicx LT,

Handicrafts as the articles made by hand is not familiar to me, but I have
no doubt that you are right. I will watch for citations for the term used in
that way. ROFHTHE To go back to an earlier subject in another letter, I
have indeed picked up a considerable number of citations for the word handi-
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crafts as meaning articles made by hand. I found several within a short period
of time,

(Iffor (or om) sale,to be sold : offered for purchase z #1% for sale, to be sold:
offered for purchase. on sale, (1) to be sold : offered for purchase (2) at a reduced
price ET{T &3,

Your comiments on the idiomatic phrase-for (or on) sale are astute. Separation
into two phrases sounds like a good idea.

(l)smshi [Jap] a Japanese dish consisting of thin stripes of raw fish wrapped:
about cakes of cold cooked rice. Iz ¥ 3" L3 thin stripes of raw fish on cakes
of cold cooked rice Th b, #4941 dried and pressed seaweed wrapped about
cakes of cold cooked rice, with vegetables or raw fish in the middle of them ¢
5. cf. B3

The change you have suggested for the entry for sushi is appreciated. I am
studyving to eat at a Japanese restaurant.

12Greenwich Village, section for New York City, on the lower west side of
Manhattan : noted as a center for artists, writers, etc. {22\ T, formerly, noted
as a center for artists, writers, etc. & formerly %213 3. BlfETiZ SoHo #f noted
as a center for artists, writers, etc. TH 5. cf. C(7), D (2), E (1)

The point that you make about Greenwich Village is well taken. We do have
an entry for SoHo.

(ijout-Herod, to surpass in excess, as in violence or cruelty, usually in the
phrase out-Herod Herod, Hamlet's reference to the usual characterization of
Herod Antipas in the old mystery plays. Herod Antipas (3210 Herod the
Great LD T, Herod Antipas |3 Herod the Great ©F-, #fl#FH =24
ZFHANC U1z, Herod the Great 1ZEhROFV A F 2|/ EL L 5 & Bethlehem 04
AMOBER G UIERERT. of B0

(i4seven seas, all the oceans of the world. ¢ #1{¢ the Arctic, Antarctic, North
Atlantic, South Atlantic, North Pacific, South Pacific, and Indian Oceans % -3
mx oL,

13- 14ic> % We are pleased to have you share with us your observations
about the term out-Herod. 1 daresay any addition to the entry would depend
upon what room we might have to spare. That Is also true as to giving the
names of the seven seas. Space is always at a premium, for new words are
being added to the language all the time.

B

World Book Dictionary (1979) @ B Liliic o % Editor ©& % Mr. Clarence L.
Barnhart oEIZ LI TO®ED,

(1)Seroban, the type of abacus used in Japan : The Japanese start using the
abacus or soroban in the fourth grade and develops a concrete familiarity with
numbers (Scientific American).

the fourth grade X, XEYH. WRSFEILYOEBYRBR TR/ NERBEIZFELD Z
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ARAORFEMBY, £ éai/w X 5;%5@4&13 L,JJ ’a:ﬁ':il D %%ﬁh’é’:fﬂb\‘cﬁl BTN
BRUREOHAAL KL XHCTZOMERIEN > T3, LidEis A3 A0HKE
WREEBRENRZ2ATABTH DAL TS, develops a concrete familiarity with
numbers {2V TE, MFER LTORMTTON TN S,

Apparently the quotation from Scientic American Soroban is no longer factu-
ally accurate. I have made a note of it and in our next major revision we will
try to replace it with a more current one.

(2inori, a red, marine alga eaten in Japan especially in the form of a paste,
with soy sauce. ZHIZMEHS(HFICOVOETH L, HOLSEICHEHT 20D (akind
of edible seaweed sold in thin purple-black sheet, dried and pressed) ZlnZ i
7z o0,

Our definition of nori needs to be revised, to indicate that it is eaten especially
in pressed, dried, and roasted form rather than in the form of a paste. The
emphasis on paste must have been influenced by the literal meaning of nori.
paste ¥ (DY) &, & (DY) &E-72DOTHS. Thank you also for the cor-
rection and new information concerning rnori.

(3)sushi, a Japanese and Hawaiian dish of cold cooked rice, fish, and vegetab-
les, rolled in pressed seaweed. 3 L. ZOEXRIEBEITLTHE. KE¥HFLEMNA
hidson, X6o5LFLELHES, of AL

Sushi, too, must be revised, as it is narrowly defined considering that
there are various kinds of sushi and only one kind is rolled in nori.

{(4)Nichiren, a militant and nationalistic Buddhist sect in Japan. [<Nichiren,
a ]apanese teacher of the 1200’s, who founded it] M (1222—1282) 2 HH 20
PR, ZpiE/dICEN 7z, 1203 IR SRR O B—RI 2R L, TO®RHPTHT OB
WICH -7z, teacher T1i{ Buddhist priest Tk 5

(5)Shin, a Japanese Buddhist sect that practices Amidism. [<Japanese Shin
(sh#t)<Shin faith+sh# sect.] EIICD &i1-LBL2% (True Pure Land Sect) B LT
V;\“Czbéfﬁb [---Shin (true)+shi sect.] A4l L. faith TREEWS T Sl

. WENBOKRZ o—H. d. D)

(4) 5w D& The story of the priest Nichiren is very interesting, as are your
remarks on Shin.

{6}habu, a poisonous pit viper related to the rattlesnake, found in the Ryukyu
Islands and certain other areas of Asia. /~7, pPHLEEES « AR, « O BITED,
BLhDOZ S RBIENTN,

(7)soy Also, soy sauce, A salty, brown sauce made from fermented soybeans,
used especially in Chinese and Japanese cooking to give flavor and color, as to
meat and fish. &3k, KA ¢{2---fermented soybeans and wheat---to meat, fish,
and vegetables T% %,

{6)7ic>% Thank you for the corrections and new information concerning
habu and soy.

(8)momme, a Japanese unit of weight, equal to 3.75 grams : Everybody else
in the world was weighing pearls in momme, the traditional Japanese unit,
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while Japan was determinedly using the gramme (New Scientist), X, AEXTiZ
1959 LI AL BRI T 2 BEEROTINTA —~ FLRIfICKE - W RE &

HWHbzoicFna) FAVTRIE OGN ERE T3, L LEREEEI momme,
KAREKI grain &8, AXEEGHHRAPTCOHEONLLEIE - TN S,

Unfortunately we cannot do anything about the quotation from the New Sci-
entist under momme, since our policy is to leave quotations alone. The purpose
of the quotation is to show the word being used in an actual source. We do
not take responsibility for the accuracy and currency of the information given
in it, although we do try to give quotations whose content is factual. The quota-
tion under momme is linguistically a useful one and close enough to the facts
about this unit of weight to make us want to keep it until we can find a suit-
able substitute.

(9)bonze, a Buddhist monk, especially of Japan, but also of China, or other
countries of the Far East. [<Portuguese bonzo, Japanese bonzo<Chinese] A%k
@f¥]. Japanese bonsd (BE) Al Lo,

The etymology needs correction.

(0Akita,any of a breed of medium-sized dogs of Japan. with a sharp nose and
pointed ears. [<{Akifta a city in northern Japan]. Akitz a city (BkEZ#i) %
Akita a prefecture (FKHIIZE) w2, RAXIKEBERETAAETHS,

Changing “city” to “prefecture” in the etymology of Akita iS more of a prob-
lem because our definition of prefecture does not cover the use or meaning of
this term in Japan. I have filed a note to have the definition of prefecture
expanded. cf. prefecture, the office, jurisdiction, territory, or official residence
of a prefect—World Book Dict. Z #1iz(in Japan) the jurisdiction of a governor

(m¥F) BMALOTHAD.

(11)Bushido or bushide, the moral code of the knights and warriers of feudal
Japan : Japanese chivalry. knights % HIf3 %,

{(12heimin (in Japan) the common people : the working class. #¢}c « -[-) » TLS
DEIEITRM225 (1947) BEil., (formerly in Japan) & 3.

(13fuji 1. lightweight. close-woven, silk fabric used especially for blouses or
shirts 2,a Japanese wisteria. [<{Fuji, a mountain in southern Japan] 1.'Z1# T
HEPOCOBEBHTIOM 2, 3HTH Y, AL full Th-THERTIHENRL
ZDTHS.

{Iidkyogen, a dance drama or comedy performed during intermissions of the
classical no drama of Japan. [<Japanese kydgen play, drama] play, drama %
comic play or comic drama ¥ 5.

We shall then also review our definitions of Bushido, and heimin, and the
etymologies of fuji and kyogen.

(5yellow pages, US. a telephone directory or a section of it, printed on pages
of a yellow color, in which the names are classified according to types of busi-
ness, services, and professions.

US. @ label BB LTIZE 3 M, Yellow pages : the term has indeed spread
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to Britain and the label U.S. should be deleted.

(i§Xmas (kris'mas), =Christmas T (eks'mas) VI RFTETMA TR E 5,

And eks’mos should be a variant pronunciation of Xmas.

iMout-Herod Herod, to outdo Herod (represented in the old mystery plays as
a blustering tyrant) in violence. Z & Herod {3 Herod Antipas =7i<{ Herod
the Great Th 2 LB HSBE S h EaiaThils of Al D4,

In reference to the entry at out-Herod Herod, you are of course right that
this describes Herod the Great, but when Shakespeare used the phrase in
Hamlet he was clearly referring to the character of Herod represented by actors
in the old mystery plays, not to Herod himself.

(18zori, a flat sandal, usually made of woven straw, leather, or rubber.
[<Japanese zori] §iliic>% zorl TH 5 o IC macron ApE, K&F with a thong

) =MA 3.

{19tempura, a dish of seafood or vegetables fried in batter. fried in batter %*
coated in batter and deep-fried iz 5%,

tatami, a mat made of rice straw, used as a floor covering in a Japanese
house,---rice straw,---%-..rice straw covered with a fine layer of woven rush, -
T3,

{lsake, an alcoholic beverage made from a fermented mash of rice, popular in
Japan. It somewhat resembles a still white wine and is drunk by the Japanese
in slightly warmed porcelain cups. slightly warmed porcelain cups 2T,
WAL UHicteb b p CIRANDIOTIEL, LT s iCARSOTHD, 1§
190z > &

Your comments on zori, tempura, tatamié, and sake are much appreciated. I
have made copies of your suggested changes in the World Book Dictionary
entries and will refer to them in our next major revision of the dictionary.

C

Random House Dictionary {1970) ¥ RHD, Random House College Dictionary
(1980 121982) s RHCD, Random House Dictionary, Concise Edition (1980)
RHP, Random House Inc., New York City @3 Li#ic2 % Executive Editor <
%2 Mr. P.Y. Su OH&RZkDEYD .

(1)wallpaper, a decorative paper for covering the walls of a2 room-RHP., BEf
BUOFRIHETH S H5--for covering the walls or ceiling of a room & L CTl2 &5,

For the definition of wallpaper in the RHP we will certainly insert “or ceiling”
between “the walls” and “of a room”.

(2play possum, U.S. Informal. a. to feign sleep or death. b. to dissemble or
pretend ignorance—RHD. US. @ label I » T &5,

possum, play : As you rightly point out, we will deleie the label U.S.

(3) kanji 1.2 system of Japanese writing using Chinese—derived characters
2.any one of these characters [< Jap. equiv. to kgn Chinese+ ji ideograph] — RHD.
kanji 1.a system of Japanese writing using Chinese—derived characters 2.any
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one of these characters. [<{Jap==Fkan Chinese+ji ideograph]—RHCD (1980). i
7. kan Chinese * kan a dynastic name of ancient China & L T& 5.

kanji : It is true that Chinese is used by people ethnically called the Hans,
which is the name of an ancient dynasty, but for the present we will not in-
troduce that fact into the etymology without ample explanation.

{4) telecourse, a course of study conducted over television.-RHD. zi1% a
course of televised lectures offered for credit by a college or university & LT
FEID,

telecourse : You are right that our definition is too skimpy. We will change
the word “conducted” to read “offered” and, after the end of the definition,
add “for credit by a university”.

(5) party line, a telephone line connecting the telephones of a number of subs-
cribers by one circuit to a central office-RHD & RHCD (1980) SGzZ5 DILEMMALR.
Z 1% --the telephones of two or more subscribers--& LCit & 97>, two subscri
bers BRFEETH 5.

party line : The phrase “of a number of” surely implies a litte too many
parties, so we will change it to read “for two to four”, and add the following

supplementary information * : now rarely available except in some rural areas,”
which is what the local telephone company now informs us.

(6) genro (often cap.) the elder statesmen of Japan. [<Jap : lit. ; old men]-
RHD. genro (often cap.) (formerly in Japan) a group of elder statesmen that
advised the emperor. [</Jap : lit.,, old men]-RHCD(1980). Ti¥. &R D old men
% principal elders ¥HTIE & 5.

genro . We went through this back in 1968, but unfortunately the etymology
still remains uncorrected. I will make sure that “old men” will be changed to
read “foremost elders” in our future editions.

(7} Greenwich Village, a section of New York City, in lower Manhattan :
frequented by artists, writers, and students.-RHD, RHCD (1980). < i3 Gre-
enwich Village used to be frequented by artists, writers, and students. It has
been replaced by SoHo in the same city. T D4, cf. Al9, D(2), E(1)

Greenwich Village : As you rightly pointed out, the Village is now not as
significant a center for artists, writers, and students as it was in the 1920's.
We agree that the change should be reflected in our definition of Greenwich
Village, vis-a-vis SoHo.

(8) Murasaki)] Shikibu, Baroness, 978 ? —1031?: Japanese poet and novelist.
-RHD & RHCD (1980) Baroness % Lady Wiz &5, cf. D (1)

Murasaki Shikibu : Our inconsistency is showing in the definition of Tale of
Genji (def. 1) : in any case, as we wrote you on December 15 1974, we will
change Baroness to read Lady in the future. cf. Tale of Genji, The 1.a novel

(1001—20?) by Lady Murasaki, dealing with Japanese court life.-RHD.

(9) ginseng, either of two araliaceous plants,, Panax Ginseng (Schin-seng), of
China, Korea, etc. or P. quinquefolium, of North America, having an aromatic
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root used in medlcne by the Chmese RHD

HAASIERTA (1716—35) KEIN L HFE-r-MEb b, REFR, RNE, EHE
ETHEH XTI A X used in medicine by the Chinese # by the Chinese, Koreans,
Japanese, and Western people &t 2. cf. A1), E (2)

ginseng . We have read with interest yvour lengthy account of ginseng. It
is true that gimseng is available in health-food stores here, but its use by
Americans is not yet widespread. For the time being we would settle for
changing “the Chinese” to read “people in East Asia".

{10 ten-gallon hat, a man’s broad-brimmed hat with a high crown, as that
worn in the western and southwestern U.S.: cowboy hat. cf. sombrero, [so called
from its size]~-RHD, ten-gallom hat, a man’s broad-brimmed hat with a high
crown, worn esp. in the western and southwestern US. [so called from its size]
-RHCD (1980) # £ —4 O 515 2ELINT-. [so called from its size] {21 T,
gallon (3FEONSLTIINL L, R4 YiEo gilon (=3FED braid V£ ¥) IKhHET
ZOTCRBMEDOINCEIL of. D (5), ten-gallon hat : There is evidence that
what you claim may be right. I will let our etymology editor straighten it out.

(I judoka 1.a contestant in a judo match 2.a judo expert. [<Jap=jadd JUDQ
+-ka n. suffix]-RHCD (1980) Fii%?. n. suffix % expert [CHH 3,

You are perfectly right about this : ke of course means “expert”.

(12 kabuki, popular drama of Japan, characterized by elaborate costuming,
highly stylized acting, music, and dancing, and by performance of both male
and female roles by male actors.~RHCD (1980). TfFiz Bl oiE2[Le 3
EHB, UL LIVSLtkot 2o bbb 2.

kabuki : We will be on the alert for any continuing trend in kabuki female
roles being occasionally played by actresses.

(13 wire service, a press association that syndicates news by wire to its subs
cribers., Also called wire agency.-RHD. wire service, any agency or business
organization that syndicates news, the latest stock-market prices, etc., by teleg-
raphic wire to its subscribers or members-RHCD (1980), = — z@fE . by wire
Btk by telegraphic wire & by telegraphic wire or electronic means L&) T2
D,

wire service : You are quite right that our definitions of its term in both RHD
and RHCD are too primitive and not to up to date. However, you are perhaps
aware that we have formation in RHP, along which lines the future revised
definitions of the same term in RHD and RHCD will be based. cf. wire service,
a business organization that gathers news and news photos for contribution by
various means to its subscribers, esp, newspapers : so called from the original
transmission of news by telegraph wire-RHP.

(14 sundowner, Australian. 2 tramp or hobo, originally implying arrival at a
station near sundown in order to avoid having to work in exchange for food
and shelter. -RHD. i#is# . originally implying arrival at a station I\,
sundowner (3 AIRMHIC LMY (station) WHEB/LAMEES . KO RSAET
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RBEGNKD, FHOF—R 7 ) TTIREMLLIEL, RHCD @ originally one who
arrived---MIEHETH %, cf. D@8). sundowner ;. The point you raise has been made
in the definition in RHCD and should be followed in RHD. cf. sundowner,
Australian, a hobo, originally one who arrived at a station near sundown in
order to avoid having to work in exchange for food and shelter.-RHCD (1982),

D

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary (1971) W4 W3, Webster's New
Collegiate Dictionary (1979) #¢ WNCD, Webster’s New Geographical Dictionary
(1977), Webster’s Biographical Dictionary (1980), G. & C. Merriam Company,
Springfield, Massachusetts DR H LE T DO XWERICHRTE, MERILFOEY.

(1} Murasaki, Lady. Full Jap. name Murasaki Shikibu, Japanese writer of 1lth
century ; author of Genji Monogatari, or the Tale of Genji (trans, by Arthur
Waley, 1925—32), -Biographical Dictionary. Murasaki, Lady Full Jap. name
Murasaki Shikibu % Murasaki Shikibu, Court lady GUIm) ic&» 2,

Murasaki Baroness 1lth cent. Murasaki Shikibu Jap. novelist-WNCD, Biogra-
phical Names. Murasaki Shikibu #* Murasaki Shikibu, Court lady llth cent. Jap.
novelist IZ%» 5. cf. C(8) Michael G. Belanger 0E (2

Your point concerning Murasaki appears to be well-taken. ldentifying her
as a baroness seems curious at best. The latest edition of Encyclopaedia Brita-
nnica identifies her as a “court lady”. Notes to both the Collegiate and the
Biographical Dictionary will be sent so that the appropriate change can be made.

(2) greenwich village usu cap G & V [fr. Greenwich Village, bohemian
section of New York City] : the bohemian quarter of a city.-W3. B> X
formerly, the bohemian section of New York City ©&H - TCHETIE SoHo M
behemian section of New York City Tt v/,

Greenwich Village Formerly a village on Manhattan I., now a part of Manh-
attan borough, New York City, bounded approximately by W 14th St.,, Spring
St., Broadway, and the Hudson river, long frequented by authors, artists, and
students.-New Geographical Dictionary. long frequented by authors, artists, and
students % used to be long freguented by authors, artists, and students [T
T &3 H, BETIE SoHo is frequented by authors, artists, and students, T3
5. cf. AC12, Ci7), E (1), Michael G. Belanger ®iE{Z{3

What you say about Greenwich Village is true to some extent. That part of
Manhattan is not as bohemian as it once was, having become quite middle class
in large sections. It is, however, still frequented by people in the arts and
students. As for Soho, there are those in New York who will tell you that it is
not what it once was and that the affluent professional class has once again
driven out the indigent artists. The newest outpost of Bohemia is called TriBeCa
(triangle below Canal). How long this area will remain bohemian is questio-
nable. It may have gone middle class by the time you receive this letter (dated
Feb.1, 1982). With a rapidly changing social picture, it is probably best for us
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not to make parenthetlcal observatlons In any event, we commend you on your
intimate knowledge of New York.

(3) door-key child : a child who because his parents are absent from home
all day carries the door key of the home to school and goes home to an empty
house or roams the streets-W3. @t --1". &M T2 door-key child X ¥ latchkey
child ©FH%# Ty, latchkey child @FLE LER W3 282 L. Michael B.
Belanger [KDiREL

You are correct in asserting that today door-key child is not as common as
latchkey child. The term latchkey children was added to the 1981 Addenda to
Webster’'s Third New International Dictionary. While the definition at door-key
child will have to be amended, the revision must wait for the next full scale
edition of the International.

4) out-Herod [out-+Herod Antipas, depicted in medieval mystery plays as a
blustering tyrant] : to exceed in violence or extravagance-usu. used in the
phrase out-Herod-WNCD. out-herod usu cap H [out-+Herod Antipas died about
A.D. 40 ruler of Judea at time of Christ death who was depicted as a blustering
despot in medieval mystery plays]---W3. John the Baptist ZZEMlic L+ Herod
Antipas TiITi{, $IROEY A +A®EELE S5 L Bethlechem oO#HREEAERELI-
Herod the Great =izl 7. cf. A3, Bip

Michael G. Belanger ®i%{ii3 You are correct about the etymology of out-
herod. 1t should be Herod the Great. The etymology has been correct in recent
printings of Webster’s Third New International Dictionary, and it will be correct
in future editions of Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary.

(5) ten-gallon hat [fr. its great size] : cowboy hat-WNCD, ten-gallon hat [so
called for its great size] : cowboy hat-W 3.

ZD gallon ZARBEERDHTOTIEL 224 YEE®D galon (=braid YV # ) » ok
OTILh of. Clill. Michael G. Belanger KOD3E({E13

The connection between the Spanish word gdlon (=“braid”) and ifen galion
hat has been made before. People have long noted that these hats were ornam-
ented with braids. The connection between the Spanish gélon and the English
gallon was drawn way back in 1939 by A.L. Campa in American Speech. Noting
the Texans' capacity for overstatement, he wrote : The additional descriptive
‘ten’ was simply a relative term used to designate a hat of greater size. It may
not be too farfetched to note, in this connection, that the largest milkcan used
on ranches is of the ten-gallon capacity. Our own etymologist is of the opinion
that the original word was gdlon, that it was Anglicized and became, by asso-
ciation and folk-etymology, gallon, any event, the salient point is that the fen
was added to indicate great size, and that the hats never literally had ten
braids or held ten gallons.

{8) Shin [Jap, lit., belief, faith] : a major Japanese Buddhist sect that empha-
sizes salvation by faith in exclusive worship of Amida Buddha-WNCD. Shin
cap [Jap, lit, belief, faith] : a major Japanese Buddhist sect growing out of
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Jodo that emphasizes salvation by faith alone, has a married clergy and holds
to the exclusive worship of Amida Budda-called also Shin-shu,-W3. cf. B (5)
FEEGEIW O belief, faith 13]RY, BHLHEG, WMLUTHEETHZH S [Jap, lit, truel

T& %, W3®D has a married clergy 2T, BHEERIEST LAZHBEOHELEH

S ot MRRCEF>THBEHEL:. L LAEBROBRALTNTOHRBRER

LT« 3%. Michael G. Belanger &{3 Your remarks concerning the etymology of

Shin have been sent to our etymologist. He will consider the case anew and

recommend any changes necessary for future printings of Webster’s Third

New Internationational Dictionnary and Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary.

(7) hara-kiri (Jap harakiri] : suicide by disembowelment practiced by the

Japanese samurai or formerly decreed by a court in lieu of the death penalty-

WNCD, ritual suicide &L, ¥ a court % the feudal court itk %. hara-kiri

also hara-kari [Jap harakiri, f. hara belly+kiri boring, cutting] : suicide by
disembowelment formerly practiced by the Japanese samurai or decreed to
one of its members by the feudal court in consideration of his social status in
lieu of the ordinary death penalty-W3. 3@ ® boring ZWBg3 %X ritual suicide
L7 5,

Michael G. Belanger IXi3 Your comments on hara-kiri appear to be valid.
We checked the article in the latest edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica.
The article describes in graphic detail the precise and elaborate rituals of
hara-kiri, The word ritual (or perhaps ritualistic) should be incorporated in
the definition. Accordingly, a note recommending this emendation has been sent
to Webster’s Third New International Dictionary and the abridged dictionaries.
Your suggestion regarding the etymology also appears to be to the point. The
encyclopedic articie states that hara-kiri literally means “belly cutting”, and
certainly to translate kir{ as “boring” in this context seems misguided, In our
office we have one or two dictionaries that transliterate Japanese into the
Roman alphabet, but these were of no help. (At present we do not have a
staff member expert in Japanese.) Your other remarks on hara-kiri agree in
the main with the encyclopedic article, and that is just where such a detailed
discussion belongs-in the encyclopedia. Even an unabridged dictionary cannot
afford to elaborate at such length.

{(8) sundowner {fr. his habit of arriving at a place where he hopes to obtain
food and lodging too late to do any work] Austral : hobo, tramp-WNCD. {3
ZLELTHTOES, HERCBEEBICE S, BHEAH>E SHEROMEOXRTA
TTHEELEMNSATRALGRIIY, of. ClY.  Mr. Michael G. Belanger i

You also have a valid point regarding sundowner. The original sundowners
were a product of nineteenth century Australia and disappeared with that
era. The word remains, however, and is still used in Australia as a general
term for any sort of tramp or hobo. The etymology in the Collegiate entry does
give the mistaken impression that the original sundowners still exist. We will
recommend that etymology be changed to indicate that this was former practice.



202 # R K ¥ RE 525

(9} judo [Jap jade, fr. ji weakness, gentleness+do art] : a sport developed
from jujitsu that emphasizes the use of quick movement and leverage to throw
an opponent-WNCD. ER @ weakness ZHIE& L, art * way Kt 5. judo (Jap
jido, fr j& weakness, gentleness---+do road, art---] : a modern refined form of
jujitsu utilizing special applications of principles of movement, balance and
leverage-W. i&J5 @ weakness ZHif: L do ® road, art O\ Dz way AN,
Mr. Michael G. Belanger i3

According to the Encyclopaedia Britannica article on judo, jude does indeed
literally mean “gentle way”. A note on this will be sent to the files in order
that in the future an etymologist knowledgeable about Japanese can reexamine
the question,

E

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Chicago (1979) ®&FEic>& Editorial Assistant @
Mr. Lars Mahinske ORIZIZLITO®ED.

{1} Greenwich Village,---after 1910, it became a rendezvou for nonconformist
writers, artists, students, and intellectuals. L/ LEE I SoHo in New York
City 7% a rendezvou---intellectuals 2 5 Z i - T3, of. Al2, C7), D2

(2) ginseng, either of two herbs of the family Araliaceae, Panax quinguefolium
and Panax chinseng, or their roots, used as a drug in China, as a stimulating
tea...

ERAS, thEZDTHCHAR « AR - XEH «- XESFTHHEHFIN TV, BHETIEHM
WdZER. of. A1), C9). (N2> %x I agree with your suggestion to amend the
Micropaedia entry on Greenwich Village to note that many of the artists once
living in the Village have also moved to SoHo. I shall also change the entry on
ginseng to mention that, as stated in the entry on the city of Kaesong, this
herb has been cultivated in Korea since ancient times.

F

Random House Encyclopeedia (1978) oit#ic 2% Editorial Director & Mr.
John Q.E. Clark cEZERZTOED.

(1) Inland Sea (Seto-naikai), arm of the Pacific Ocean between Japanese
islands of Honshu (N), and Shikoku and Kyushu (8), connected to Pacific by
Straits of Akashi (NE), Naruto {SE), Bungo (SW), and Shimonoseki (W),---#i5&
P, S« PR ARGHIC & D AEFIC, BFdERk Bkl XERREL
T3, AL TFEEERBEAREBCECTHS, HARRIZIARELFEHEREEATT TS,

(2) black belk, in Judo, grade given to those who have proven certain fighting
ability. There are five black belt ratings progressing Ist to 5th Dan (degree),
EEEZEOHOBIER, 6BPOSBRITRFADEANS, IBLIOBIFOTEHI N, i
D5 6B EBREFERLTN S,

(3) Chikamata Monzaemon (1653—1725). Japanese dramatist---The Love Suici-
des at Amijima (1703) and The Battle of Coxinga (1715), which are still per-
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formed today. JL#APHAE#EM]. P4R1725121724032 Y. LXK EIE The Love Suici-
des at Ten-no-Amijima Th b, EMHHRAMIZ The Battle of Kokusenya Tk 3,

{4) p.1210 Japan 1185—1868 Following his victory at Sekigahara, Iyeyasu
relegated his enemies to outer provinces and concentrated his allies in central
Japan. FENZBIZEBFOWMOMBNES: LT, MEFOGE=R « METR O 5T
HEL, £EOMhORE M « B « BHOBLSE Lic, BERBTIRER - TR « MR60
FRO—RAIKE Sz, HIROEE (B THREFEOMIC, BHsHOBLED OIE
NEOE GER) Th-hdbok, BEEOHI, BEALBEMIKTLXREOHRICERE L.
AREEENLDAOHITE Ui,

{5} p.2423 Nara---capital of Nara prefecture,---It was the first capital of Japan,
under Emperor Jimmu (710—84), site of first Buddhist temple, Horyuji (7th
century). Z: 3 became the first permanent capital of Japan, under Empress
Gemmei (THXE) T, €N CREEI—RBY TH 7. BRAOWRITIOL HYFEF
T, BERFEIEREBANIBBITICS D, RRTWITEIY,

(6)Japanese - Written Japanese uses both Chinese ideographs, known as kanji
and syllabic characters, known as kana. The latter of which there are two
types-hiragana and katana-each consisting of 50 characters.

BITEPI5i3467F, 50FRD, 50T MOS0DE A,

{7)p.1211 Japan 1185—1868 Iyeyasu's successors suppressed Christianity and
restricted foreign trade in the interest of political stability. A few Dutch and
Chinese merchants resided at Nagasaki, no Japanese were permitted to travel
abroad.

no Japanese were permitted to travel abroad £ T, BNOFTEET, =
E 5 oFtLREfoR IRcHAZE 25T -7, BRIEPHEHL L, RE
DICERAZPTERERA LT,

Several of the improvements to the Random House Encyclopedia which you
suggest cannot, unfortunately be incorporated in full detail for reasons of
space. We hope and believe that this necessity for stringent editing does not
lead to any misleading lack of clarity for the reader. But it does mean that
we are unable to include more detailed information on the topics you mentioned.
For example, we cannot, within the space available, expand the account of
Iyeyasu’s treatment of allies after his victory at Sekigahara (p.1210), or of the
background and history of Japanese capital cities leading to the establishment
of Nara as the first permanent capital (p.2423). On the subject of Japanese
trade, in the Seventeenth cetury (p.1211), the So clan of Tsushima were in some
sense not really abroad by going to Korea, as they were in the unique position
of living halfway between Japan and Korea. Even if this is taken to constitute
travelling abroad, it is at most a minor exception to the rule that “no Japanese
could go abroad” and, as such, too detailed for inclusion,

Summary

English dictionaries and encyclopedias are thought to be accurate. But I
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should say that to err is human, as Alexander Pope (1688—1744) said. There
are no English dictionaries and encyclopedias free from error.

1t is regretable that the misrepresentaticns of things Japanese result in the
misunderstanding of Japan and her people. About twenty-seven years ago I
became interested in mistakes in English dictionaries, for example, the Japan
Seas in the Universal Dictionary of the English Language (1952), published by
Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd. in London. Seventeen years or so have passed
since I began to correspond, for correction, with editorial staffs.

In this paper, the comparatively recent replies are from those of the Websters’
New World Dictionary ; World Book Dictionary ; Random House Dictionaries ;
Webster's Third New International, New Collegiate, New Geographical, Biogra-
phical, Dictionaries ; Encyclopaedia Britannica ; and Random House Encyclopedia.

Your ‘emendations and suggestions will be gladly received.



