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New Documents on Kokuji

by Iwao AKASHI

SUMMARY

Kokuji [{# signifies the state seal of Japan. Its two documents have been
just discovered successively. Based on these documents, in this paper the author
explores the origin of Kokujs.

His conclusions are as follows:

(1} Kokuji was first stamped in the proclamation of the Restoration of Imperial
Rule to the foreign nations, dated the tenth of January in 1868, and there
existed two formulas of the proclamation.

(21 As a matter of fact Kokuji was engraved in 1867, which disproves the es-
tablished opinion that it was engraved in 1871.

(3) This established opinion, which originated early in the Meiji era, has been
insisted to legalize the authority of Tennd (the Emperor of Japan).

These documents are annexed at the last.



