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Summary

In the beginning of thel990's, departments of liberal arts disappeared from most Japanese
universities. At the same time, the discussion about 'education or culture' heated up in Japan.

This paper aims to analyze German education, or Bildung, which was introduced into Japan
during the Taisho era.

The concept of 'education’ was born as paideia in ancient Greece, Paideia was inherited as
artes liberales by the European universities of the medieval ages, and studied as compulsory
prerequisite subjects before going on to theology, law, or medicine.

After Kant, the departments of artes liberales became departments of philosophiae and

attained the most prestigious position in the universities.
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Germany, which recognized itself as 'die verspétete Nation ' with resentment against England
and France (especially France), produced the concept of Bildung, a uniquely German style of
'education’. It had the characteristics of romanticism and new humanism.

The concept of Bildung was passed on to the Bildungsbiirgertum, formed by the people
graduated from Gymmnasium and university. These people were sometimes criticized as
Bildungsphilister, or snobs. Most of them, however, imposed upon themselves the ideal of

cultivating themselves (sich bilden) throughout their lives.



