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Preface

EEOHFES - BRFMIRILELOLEEZLA T WA, L LEEAO Samuel
Johnson (1709-84) ©F 5 i1 Dictionaries are like watches, the worst is better than
none, and the best cannot be expected to go quite true, 1 EHIL EiFi-\s, b
WEEOFE - WRERIR R,

BAROEPOWTOR S -FHAR, BERVAFAROWCEBYEL Z LD D
PORBETH S, HSENEEFRIEHHE VLA I, 213 London @ Routledge
and Kegan Paul Ltd. 370 the Universal Dictionary of the English Language (1952)
B The Japan Seas D s THB, ZDsitBIRTNELOTHL, BEFCITERF
DTBEPA LTI WISEI BB L %o,

ZOMRTRUT SEORER L boEEY, FTEXRDRIB LB LTHS.

The Concise Macquarie Dictionary (19824 Jk), Australia

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary (1966, 1971, 19814E/%), Webster’s
New Collegiate Dictionary (19794EfR), Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary

(19834 fK), Merriam-Webster Inc., Massachusetts, U. 5. A,

The World Book Encyclopedia, (19814EfK), U.S. A,

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica (19744£fK), U.S. A,

Webster’s New World Dictionary, College Edition (1982%)R) XKU° Webster’s New
Twentieth Century Dictionary (19794ERK), Simon & Schuster, Ohio, U. S, A.

The World Book Dictionary (19794E%k), K U¥ The Second Barnhart Dictionary of
New English (19804%), U.S. A.

Random House Dictionary (19704Efk), Random House College Dictionary (19824
lZ), Random House Dictionary Classic Edition (19834K), paperback © Random
House Dictionary (19804Ekk), U. S. A,

The Universal Dictionary of the English Language (19614£f%), England.

WMEREAWIEXBbhilE TH O ¥,

A
The Concise Macquarie Dictionary 7 b 15f1% ¥izp1,

* JLEICCOEPIE S (ITUS94F 9 H 130321
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(1) sundowner, a swagman who arrives at a homestead at nightfall, too late for
work, but obtains shelter for the night.

sundowner RIREFREOB CHEAIA TS, Y L T Trk 5, Bk
BYHCEE, BHRSIBRAVERORS A ¥ CHELLASETRELREG, L
fe53 T who arrives at a homestead at nightfall, too late for work, but obtains shelter
for the night 2K+ E¥ThH 5D,

You are quite right in suggesting that there are not many sundowners these days in
Australia. In our revised edition we shall ind a way of indicating that sundowning
was a 19th century practice.

(2) harakiri, suicide by ripping open the abdomen with a dagger or knife, the
national form of honourable suicide in Japan, formerly practised among the higher
classes when disgraced or sentenced to death. Also, harakari, harikari.

ritual )% C ritual suicide &-+%, higher classes % warrior class &5, N
Y& fTd/eh > 7z, sentenced to death w0\ T, THRTIIITYE, EHRATIGEE
HALTYEOR BH -1, %, . C ().

As to harakiri, your letter is very detailed but your amended definition catches the
essential new points which ought to be considered when the revised form is being written.

(3) ginseng, either of two plants, Panax ginseng of China, Korea, etc., and P. quin-
quefolium of North America, yielding an aromatic root which is extensively used in
medicine by the Chinese.

EAABRRAAETLER - R - BERAL L TRESh T3, XHEERAE LTPEK
el il B - BREETLIEA SR T3,

(4) koto, a Japanese musical instrument having numerous strings, stretched over a
vaulted, wooden sounding-board: plucked with the fingers.

numerous strings 1Z2\vC, ZEIIEBIZIFOESN D S, plucked with the fingers T
DT, FFROBE, ASLE PEIFCENLZROTETLIHN, EFCEOAMETT
Lich, ©5bizh, @t -7h LCEHFEL 2%, harp LDV Tid plucked with the
fingers T X \~, harp |% horizontal, |#:1 koto % vertical TH 5,

ginseng * koto 12> %, Thank you for your informative letter on ginseng and koto.
We are now at work on the revisions of the first Macquarie Dictionary and will be
depending on your letter to help us get our entries for these two words into a better
shape.

{5) washboard, a board or frame with a corrugated metallic or other surface, on
which clothes are scrubbed in the process of washing. H%¥EHK. BEXEEHE - =1 v 7
YFY—oEREL-4BTHH 5, on which clothes are scrubbed in the process of
washing 122\, the use of a washboard for scrubbing clothes is obsolescent, at least
in urbanized societies “Glg\ D,

(6) ginkgo, a large, ornamental, gymnospermous tree, Girnkgo biloba, native to China,
with fan-shaped leaves, fleshy fruit, and edible nuts. \+% X 5, native to China and
Japan ¢ 3%, BEOEELVHATHWS, H{PDLRECERLT, it Fk-E
B AT o bh T %,

(7) sugar loaf, a large approximately conical loaf or mass of hard refined sugar.
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FERPYE, = hiZ now rarely sold % -2iFing Tk ¥ 5 o,

(BABNTIHZ 24+ T As before your information has been recorded in our filess. We are
always pleased to hear from our Society members and are grateful for all their contri-
butions.

( 8) polytechnic, Brit.,, U. S. an institute of higher education in which instruction
is given chiefly in scientific and technical subjects. = }t% Brit, a place of higher
education providing training and often university degrees in many arts and esp. trades
connected with skills and machines. U. S. a school specializing in the teaching of in-
dustrial arts and applied sciences. & UTCIL ¥ 5 7,

(9) white slave, a white woman who is sold or forced to serve as a prostitute, esp.
outside her native land. Fr LT, BHiELHNh, BEHACEFZRHZINL TS5,
white ZHIBk 1, a woman ... L ULTiT¥ 3h,

(10) sukiyaki, a Japanese dish containing fried meat, vegetables, onions. etc., usu.
cooked with soya sauce, often at the table. T X% usu, cooked with soya sauce, ...
% cooked for a short time with soya sauce, ... & D TILE 5,

{11) raccoon, any of several small nocturnal carnivores, arboreal in habit, and having
a sharp snout and a bushy ringed tail. 7 3 £ 7=, #f¥:o/ B4y, carnivores T7g
{ omnivores CH 5, # Ot frogs, crayfish, turtles, and other fresh-water animals;
all berries and other fruits; corn; birds’ eggs and chickens. TH %,

(8loM0dliz>v+C Thank you for your further comments on Macquarie definitions.
We are about to do a revised edition of the Concise, and will be glad to take your
suggestions into our considerations. It is encouraging to us to have you show such a
close interest in our work,

(12) hot line, a direct telephone connection open to immediate communication in an
emergency, as between the Soviet Union and the United States. RSEMEIE. HL
Soviet Union } United States ¢ chief 5] 7{} direct-line teletype Ai{EH X T 5,

(13) soya sauce, a salty dark brown sauce, made by fermenting soya beans in brine.
44k, ... fermenting soya beans and wheat... +-35,

(14) stetson, a man’s hat having a broad brim and a wide crown, formerly common
in the western U.S. x5 4 } ¥ vIF, man’s R {¥ formerly % M35,

1203dhz > &, We have received your further contribution to our dictionary database,
We have noted your thoughtful comments and have recorded your suggestions in our
files.

(15) billion, a million times a million, or 1012 2, U. 5. a thousand times a million,
or 10° 1 —Jk 2 +{8. “hi Brit. ¥ LTUTOELEHATAERTRE,
cf, E#), G (8)

billion. Since 1951 U. S, value, a thousand millions, has been used by some writers
in Britain, but the older sense ‘a million millions’ still prevails. — O. E. D. Supplement.,
(U. K. and Commonwealth) a million million; a thousand million — C. O. D.?, (chiefly
Britain and Commonwealth) Million millions; thousand millions — P, Q. D.%, a million
millions; {econ, sci and US) a thousand millions — Penguin Eng. Dict?, 1. (the number)

1.000,000,000; 10° 2, BrE old use (the number) 1.000,000,000,000; 10'® — Longman
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Dict. of Contemporary Eng., in Britain, France (since 1948), etc., a million millions (unit
and twelve ciphers): in U. 8., often now in Britain, one thousand millions (unit and
nine ciphers) or milliard — Chambers 20th Century Dict. (1983), 1, a million million
2. a thousand million The sense ‘a thousand million’ was originally used in the U S A
but is now common in Britain and elsewhere. — Oxford Paperback Dict.?

EER

The question of billion is a very tricky one which is being studied at the moment
by the Editorial Committee, for possible amendment in future editions.

B

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary #>8 7 % & RT.

(1) kwazoku [Jap]: the class of nobility of both civil and feudal origin in the
Japanese social scale— (1971%EjK). shizoku [Jap.]: Japanese social class consisting of
the old samurai and their families and descendants as distinguished from the heimin
and the kwazoku — (19714E}K). heimin [Jap., fr. hei common+-min people]: the class
of commoners consisting of peasants and laborers and traders in the Japanese social
scale — (1971%FR).

#Eik « Lk - FROFHRIIBM2E (1M7F) Bk, Scthfh (formerly) 2FEHD
BRI 5,

Your suggestions for Rkwazoku, shizoku, and heimin are all valid. Obviously, these
definitions need some historical reference if we are not to mislead the reader into
thinking the divisions are still a part of Japanese society.

(2) yawata usu cap [fr. Yawata, Japan]: of or from the city of Yawata, Japan; of
the kind or style prevalent in Yawata — (19714E}). moji, usu cap [fr. Moji, Japan]:
of or from the city of Moji, Japan; of the kind or style prevalent in Moji — (19714
§K). kokura, usu cap [fr. Kokura, city in northern Kyushu, Japan]; of or from the
city of Kokura, Japan; of the kind or style prevalent in Kokura ~— (19714fK). 38
F (1963F) 2H, /AWE-PFIE - ANE - P - BROIHAEGH LT, dLAMHE 2R,
yawata, moji, kokura © RH LFEXEIBR LT, HLC kitakyushu DR LEREDN
&TH5B, of G (1)

We also have made note of your suggestions at yawata, moji, and kokura. We have
Kitakyushu listed in the geographical names section of our abridged Webster’'s New
Collegiate Dictionary, but the adjective form has not yet made it into the unabridged
book.

(3) nandina [NL., fr. Jap nandin nandina] 1. cap: a monotypic genus of Chinese
and Japanese evergreen shrubs (family Berberidaceae) having decompound leaves and
small white paniculate flowers with numerous sepals that are followed by bright red
or purplish fruits and being grown in warm regions as an ornamental — (1971# k).
BEXE. [ML.,, fr. Jap nandin ...] % [... Jap nanten] {—gits»%, Our etymology file has
a note that you suggested the change in the etymology of nandina some 10 years
ago, but we have not yet made changes on that page in the dictionary. We cannot

explain the spelling nandin for the Japanese word, other than to say it probably came
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from a citation or from an old romanization system. Certainly we will change the
Japanese word to manten when we can. That spelling is borne out by the Japanese
dictionaries in our office.

(4) fugu: any of various globefishes that contain a heatstable toxic principle resem-
bling curare and are sometimes eaten in Japan with suicidal intent — (19664:RR).
AR AFRCRRFCERTOREDRAERORL MBS, RE{OBRYTHS, L
BAWEL, FRELLIBRISHKADTILAHTHEY, ThilF0EkEHEYH
AL TERY, FOBRRBBRT br K32 v T, IRBELFBICE S
hTW55, S CHABFRRABEIBEOCH>TArRIFThiTNRETHD, XL
Hebh@BRbo b E{AbREKRTHS, LOoFHEELEBLE, RETE hOEREBIIXK
DY TH o,

The comment on its use in suicide was intended to stress the unusually poisonous
character of the fish and not as a reflection on the habits of the Japanese people.
Apparently, fugu has been used both as an instrument of suicide and of murder, though
obviously neither is a day-to-day practice. At the time this definition was written we
unfortunately did not have the additional information, such as you include in your
letter, about the special techniques of preparation that render the fish fit for food.
Incidentally, we gather that there is still some uncertainty as to the distribution of the
poison in the fish, some authorities specifying the roe, others the liver, etc.; apparently,
the licensed cook plays it safe and removes ovaries, roe, liver, and skin as well as the
normally discarded intestines to ensure a safe dish.

& fugu has been used both of an instrument of suicide and of murder 3V 7>
HOBEMCE T LOTHA S,

19814E D fugu OFEHEY RS L166ER LML TH S, T TCRMER—DOHEDOER
ENE - TR, BERXKROBEITHS,

The definition of fugu in Webster’s Third New International Dictionary will certainly
be revised at the earliest opportunity. We have already revised the definition of fugu
for the Collegiate to reflect the fact that the fish is considered a gourmet treat, though
a rather risky one.

Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dict. (1983%4%) 11357 67212 fugu (1909) 0 BH L
FE4 AR T any of various globefishes that contain a heat-stable toxic principle resem-
bling curare and that are used as food in Japan after toxin-contained organs are removed,
L, LFEfko Third New International Dict. & fugu iit4k#k F L€ are sometimes
eaten in Japan with suicidal intent {38~ T\ 5, WOSTENERZIRAOTHH 5 5,

(5) banzai attack or banzai charge: a reckless desperate mass attack originated
by Japanese soldiers and accompanied by yells of ‘“banzai” and insulting taunts — (1981
#fK), and insulting taunts ¥ BIBx 3T ETH 5, HELODE

You have probably noticed that the Webster's Third definition of banzai is penerally
in keeping with the Japanese use of the term, Banzai attack and banzai charge, however,
are English-language terms describing the attack by Japancse soldiers from the point of
view of the English speakers, not the Japanese speakers. 1 personally cannot attest to

what Gls experienced in the banzai raids. Perhaps the insults were part of some raids,
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perhaps they were only a part of the legend that surrounded the recounting to this —

to Westerners —most mysterious behavior. The insults notion may have been something

familiar to the orignal definer, but cxcept for this single citation, we do not find direct

support for it in our files.
The banzai* charge which the Yanks have met from Attu to Leyte follow a
well-established routine, First, the Japanese soldiers assemble and listen to pep
talks. Their artillery and motars lay down a sharp barrage. Then, with their
patriotic fervor worked up to a high pitch, the Japs burst out of concealment
with fixed bayonets and race toward the Americans, in formation, screaming
wild insults in English and Japanese. — Newsweek, November 27, 1944.
*‘Banzai!” shouted in battle means *“May the Emperor live in a thousand years!”

In the absence of more support, we are inclined to agree with you that the phrase

is expendable,

{6) groundhog day usu cap G & D [so called fr. the belief that on that day the
groundhog comes out of his burrow and if he casts a shadow returns for an additional
period of winter weather] : February 2 in most parts of the U. S. or February 14 in
some parts of (as Missouri) which is popularly considered to indicate if sunny the
continuance of wintry weather or if cloudy the early coming of spring — (19714E}K).
z D16714ERH\ February 2 in most parts of the U. S. or February 14 in some parts
of (as Missouri) T3 % D%t L Webster’s New Collegiate Dict. (19794E8K) % February
2 0LThHD, BIEE, WIhBELVORFERTLYE, Our current evidence shows
that in all states, Groundhog Day is officially recognized as February 2. Our files contain
some reference to the fact that Missouri farmers cling to the tradition of February 14,
but the information also shows that the Missouri legislature, before the early 1940s,
officially designated February 2 as Groundhog Day.

(7) makimono: a picture, pictured story, or writing mounted on paper and usu,
rolled in a scroll — (19714 f%), makimono: a horizontal Japanese ornamental pictorial
or calligraphic scroll — Webster’'s New Collegiate Dict. (1979%EfR), #£ &%, BEc L%
BERLARELTHEE 0T, FEHHBIBT Tl YERERSHLS
Eliedbo, 25 LTRB LD TEY, WEELD

The fact that the makimono is appreciated in reading rather than in viewing at a
distance on a wall is a significant aspect of the definition, and we are happy to put

your information in cur files.

H

World Book Encyclopedia b 3 A& &kiC =3,

(1) HARA-KIRI is a method of suicide used by members of the Japanese warrior
class, The person who commits hara-kiri cuts a gash in his abdomen accerding to a
prescribed manner. He may then cut an artery in his neck or have an assistant cut
off his head. The Japanese tetrn this ceremonial rite seppuku. During the feudal period
in Japan, men considered it a privilege and duty for the samurai (warrior nobles) to

kill themselves in this way, rather than to submit to public disgrace. Later, defeated
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commanders sometimes asked the emperor for permission to commit hara-kiri.

BEOFFPRKBCYEOFTHXIES o bl ote, LA LEFEYERUMKELIZ B
Botz, cf. A(2).

(2) Greenwich Village ... Many actors, artists, and other people in the arts live in
the area. IBFECIIERZED L, SoHo ... Many actors, artists, musicians, and other people
in the arts live in the area. W L7-5M X {ixk i, New York 2 B 5 32#H Green-
wich Village R &F# 8- T Be2h, RELER L, $CERMNFELBIL Village X
D 2BLIE D SoHo (South of Houston) MK I~ Tlr» 1,

As usual your comments and suggestions were very interesting, and very helpful to
us. I will be happy to pass along to our editors for their consideration the recommen-
dations you made about specifying the initiative taken by defeated commanders in the
“Hara-Kiri* article, and including a reference to SoHo in the “New York City” article.

(3) China ... The Sung Dynasty brought two major changes that affected the
Chinese empire throughout the rest of its existence. First, the Sung rulers firmly
established a system of civil service examinations that had begun during the T’ang
period. ‘They thus completed the shift of social and political power from aristocratic
families to officials selected on the basis of talent. civil service examinations (B}
ZHE) 3 Tang period (BEORHY) K% ~cd T, Sui period (FORR) ©
WY~ THD, HLHOXHFLPREMORE - HXC LD HMEX - TorR T E
2.

You also raised a question about World Book’s discussion of the Chinese civil service
examination system. I'm sure you can understand how difficult it is for our editors to
find space to take note of all the dynastic contributions to a system that was evolving
for over 1.000 years. In its rudimentary form the examination system began during
the Han dynasty, and the World Book *“Han Dynasty” article mentions that development.
The subsequent statement in the ‘History’ section of the “China” article which you
inquired about is based on explanation such as the following:

Sui also laid the foundation for the full-fledged system of personal recruitment
by examination that matured in early T’ang times, and for which T’ang is
normally given full credit. The T’ang system of personnel administration was
a major advance in bureaucratic professionalism from the Han level. 'T’ang
opened the doors to officialdom much wider, and nominees for examinations
came regularly to outnumber the successful candidates by as many as a hundred
to one. [Charles O. Hucker, China's Imperial Past: An Introduction to Chinese
History and Culture. Stanford, 1975, pp. 159-60.]

D

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica 7> 9 A% &RIZRT.

(1) BPler —<FREBLE LT,

(a) Mizoguchi Kenji Kami-Nengyo haru no sasayaki, # kami-ningyd (#H{AE) -~
iz, Mizochi’s outstanding films of the 1920’s and 30’s were Tokyo koshinkyo ko.
Mizochi’s % Mizoguchi’s (§J#10) &, késhinkyo ko # késhin-kyoku (f7#Ef) i,
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(b) Kinoshita Keisuke, Narayamabushi-kd (The Song of Naryama). Naryama i
Narayama (fg1)) iZ. Nogikuno botoko kimi nariki. botoko ¥ gotoki (JN&) =,

(¢) Chigoku-sammyaku, Chugoky Mountains. Chigoky X Chugoku (F[E) iz,

(d) Masamune Hakucho, Bundanteki Jishoden (A Literary Autobiography). Jisha-
den it Jijoden (H#{z) i=. Hakucho it Hakuchd Iz,

(e) Ichikawa Kon, Kuroi jinin no onnai (Ten Dark Women)., onnai {% onna (i)
.
(f) Izumi Kyoka, Yakd juhsa (Police Night Patrol). juhsa I junsa (#) 1,

(2) Kato Kiyomasa, Hito. Hito {3 Higo (fE#) iz, Kato 3 Katd i,

(h) Ashikaga Yoshimitsu, Kinkakuju. Kinkakuju i} Kinkakuji (£&M3F) &,

(i} Kodaira, Kunihoku, Japanese-born U. S. mathematician. /32, Kunihoku
' Kunihiko i,

(i) hiyaka-me. hyakkan-me (BEEA) I,

(k) Buddhism, Daisaku Ikoda M -k{E, Ikoda itIkeda iz,

ARADKLBRELCOVWTE@) LY (NEFL B L, lkeda Daisaku rhillsbh,
H—Ths,

(1) Japanese language, iduku 3¢, iduku {¥ idzuku i,

(2) BEB W VFOHRZ2WT,

(a) Ozu Yasujiro, shochiku, Umarete wa mita kevde (I Was Born. But). Toda-ke-
no-kyodai, Soshun (Early Spring). kevdo i} keredo |z, Shochiku 3 Shéchiku (&
#) &, kyodai (X kyodai (W58) =, Soshun i} Séshun () i,

(b) History of Japan, Navetsu of the Uesugi family. Navetsu 3 Naoetsu (JEiTE) iZ.

(c) Tokyo-Yokohama Metropolitan Area, Veno. Veno (¥ Ueno (%) iZ,

(3) QFoHERT 2T,

(a) Keio University, Japanese Keio Daigaku. Daiqaku i} Daigaku (k3) 1,

(b) Miki Kiyoshi, Proletarian kagaku kenkyusho. kaqaku }I kagaku ($l%¢) iz,
kenkyusho I kenkyusho (FHZEFT) iT.

(4) 1FoERR>\T, Abe Isoo, Shakai Talshats. Talshatd ¢k Taishutd (KR
AN

(§) dwofffizonwT,

(a) Japan, Kii-hanto (Kii Peninsula). Kii {3 Kii (feff) <.

(b) Kii-hanto, Koyasa. Kii I} Kii &, Koyasa {3 Koyasan (Bl .

(6) BFoM#LE b,

(a) Bizen ware, ... From the late Muroma, chi, period. Muro-machi (5f]) period i,

(b) Kabuki Theatre, ... Kezairoku (Valuable Hints on Plaything) Gezairoku (# (+")
B i,

(c) Ishida Baigan, Ishida sensei goro ku (Record of the Words of Ishida) goro ku
% go-roku (FE#&) .

(d) History of Japan, an order for the driving away of foreign ships
(ikokusenuchiharai-rei). (ikokusen-uchiharai-rei) (REEMITHEVS) &,

(e) Japanese philosophy, Shinto go busho (the Shinto Five Books). go busho #
gobu-sho (A &) T,
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(f) East Asian Visual Arts ... Heike-no-kyo, a set of sutra scrolls donated in 1164
by Taira Kiyomori. Heike-no-kys % Heike-nokyd (SFEZziiE) =, Taira Kiyomori %
Taira-no Kiyomari Iz,

(1) D] o4,

(a) Ono Imoko, Ono-no Imoke (/MFETF) I,

(b) Ono Tofu. Ono-no Tofu (NEFER) K2,

(8) BEZXHERITRELO,

(c) Mori Terumoto (Japanese warrior), Mori (EFI) T,

(b) Kdmagaku, early Japanese court music created during the Heian Period.
Komagaku (GEF) i,

(c) Jikaku Daishi, Japanese Buddhist teacher. Jikaku (F%®) i,

(d) Dance and Theatre, Eastern Asian, the ritual play Okina. Okina (%) i,

(9) BER2RBFCTREL O,

(a) Oyomei (philosopher), Oyomei (FEBB) 1.

(b) Osumi, Japanese satellite put into orbit on Feb. 11, 1970. Osumi (XJE) .

(c) Maeda Seison, Tojiba (Hot Springs). Tajiba ({§#48) i, Dokutsu no yoritomo.
Dokutsu (jA%) no Yoritomo (§EER) .

(d) Kaibara Ekiken, Doji-kun (Instructions for children), Daji-kun (FRID =,

(e) Moto-ori Norinaga, Amaterasu Omikami. Omikami (GH#) «©,

Most of your suggestions have been verified and the items

will be scheduled for correction at the earliest opportunity.

E

Webster’s New World Dictionary, College Edition (19824E}kE) B¢ Webster’'s New
Twentieth Century Dictionary (19794EkR) 76 7 A% kiIC R T,

(1) bunraku [Jap., after V. Bunrakuken, 18th-c. creator of puppets] a form of
puppet show in Japan with nearly life-size puppets, each operated by two or three
onstage puppeteers, while dialog and narration are spoken by performers just offstage.
— Webster’s New World Dict. V. Bunrakuken &2\ CHREBZIIVHFILEL. B
ORTEMRBEAEESTR5E (1872) 2% v 19fHiRK, KRBT TREORY
BT, B ATESEBEN SR LEIENRD X5 I 513 KB DE LTz, creator of puppets
Ty, 18th-c. iz, 19th-c. ¢H B, VEURTA,

The amendments or corrections to the dictionary entries having to do with Japan are
especially valuable to us. The V. in the etymology for bunraku certainly should be
taken care of, and we have taken note that the letter should be U. I easily found
Uemura Bunrakuken in books having to do with puppetry at the library. I came upon
one having to do exclusively with bunraku and was enchanted by the pictures. Bunraku
must be quite beautiful to view in a theater. It seemed to me, however, that the date
given should be (early) 19th century rather than the 18th century, While the father
was born and started his work in the 18th century, he did not open the .first theater
until the early 19th century, and then his son’s continuance of the work contributed

to its great popularity. I am suggesting that we change the date,
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(2) raku ware, a variety of pottery formerly made in Japan, with a dark glaze. —
Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dict, —ZET#HK =i, FKEDOTH DM D best 3
BEAUL, FHEEBELERETHD, BELSI(BRT5, formerly 2 HIBRT 5,

It is worthwhile for us to know that raku ware is still made and used in your country.

(3) 'grogshop [Chiefly Brit.] a saloon — Webster’s New World Dict. grogshop, a
place where alcoholic drink are sold; a saloon — Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dict.
T35, Webster's New World i3 [Chiefly Brit.] ®F7n'5 55 New Twentieth Century
RIFERBILv, WIhRELVWH,

It would surely seem that our New World and also Twentieth Century Dictionaries
should be consistent in labeling {(or not labeling) grogshop as Chiefly Brit., even though
at this stage it is probably found chiefly in older literature on either side of the Atlantic.

(4) billion 1. in the United States and France, a thousand millions (1,000,000,000),
2. in Great Britain and Germany, a million millions (1,000,000,000,000) — Webster’s
New Twentieth Century Dict, 1.+{&, 2. —3k. 2. x> ¥ formerly, in Great Britain a
million millions. & LTI ¥ 55, cf. A. (15), G. (8).

Billion should be brought up to date., I asked the editor who supervises updatings
of Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary, and he is aware of this necessity.

(5) blurb [arbitrary coinage {¢. 1907) by Gelett Burgess, “to sound like a publisher”]
[Colloq], an advertisement or announcement, as on a book jacket, esp. one that is
highly laudatory. — Webster’s New World Dict. blutb [arbitrary coinage (¢. 1914) by
Gelett Burgess, “to sound like a publisher”.] an exaggerated or fulsome advertisement
or announcement, as on a book jacket. [Colloq.] — Webster’s New Twentieth Century
Dict. k0 A-LERAVRATEDHRELRAL S LbARLYTHHEALEL.
New World 019075 New Twentieth Century dD1914DWvFHAE L e,

The date of the first usage of blurb remains a puzzle. H, L. Mencken claimed it
was first used in 1907 to describe a picture on the back cover of one of Gelett Burgess’
books, If that particular reference is extant, the lexicographers of America don't know
where it is. They do have access to the book Burgess Unabridged, published in 1914,
in which blurb is listed as one of about 100 neologisms Burgess coined. Mitford Mat-
thews, editor of the Dictionary of Americanisms, rather doubted Mencken's assertion of
the 1907 date, but the exact truth of the matter will probably remain forever unknown.
So I can’t see that it matters much if the two books we have differ as to date.

(6) sumo (wrestling) [Jap. sumd] [sometimes S-] a highly stylized Japanese form of
wrestling engaged in by a hereditary class of large, extremely heavy men. — Webster’s
New World Dict. circus performers |3 hereditary k B\-T\ 555, J)+i3 hereditary
TlgLe,

You and I correspond about sume in 1977. 1 rather expect the word “hereditary”
will be deleted when we prepare a new edition. I studied the matter out in several
books at the library and found no reference to any families of sumo wrestlers. As you
have pointed out, members of circus fainilies here often marry other circus people and

then bring their children up to be circus performers also. The literature I studied does

not suggest that this happens in sumo wrestling.
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(7) rendexvous, a placc designed for a meeting or assembling, as of troops, ships,
airplanes, space vehicles, etc, — Webster’s New World Dict. rendexvous, a mceting held
by or as by appointment -— Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dict. [J) iz the process
of bringing two spacecraft together FHMO Fo + v #, ML TIXE 55,

Your suggestion for an addition at the entry for rendexvous will be researched.

F

The World Book Dict. Ft* The Second Barnhart Dict of New English 226+ h
Zh1fizkierd,

(1) bobbysocks or bobbysox U. S. socks reaching just above the ankle, worn espe-
cially by young girls. [<bob?+socks (from their being cut short)]. — World Book Dict.
U.S. @ label R HIBRL T X 52>,

You are quite right about the use of bobbysocks in Britain. The term is now dated
and historical, but no longer restricted to the U.S. The label should be deleted from
this entry as well as from bobbysoxer.

(2) Okazaki fragment, piece, or segment, a fragmentary form of bacterial DNA,
oceurring during replication and later linked with other fragments to form the long
double-helical strand of the typical DNA molecule. [1968, named after Refii Okazaki,
a Japanese geneticist who first identified the fragments] — The Second Barnhart Dict.
of New Eng. M#§4i#5 (1930—1975) S TAHEMFEETH B, Lichi- T [... Reiji Okazaki,
a Japanese molecular biolobist...] &35,

Under Okazaki fragment the misspelled name was a typographical error which we are
glad to correct, and we might add to the WBD entry (1982 edition) Okazaki’s birth
and death dates, which appear in the new Supplement to the OED,

G

Random House Dict., Random House College Dict., 7 {* Random House Dict. Classic
Edition, paperback ¢ Random House Dict. #:% 9 & &KiZRT.

(1) Yawata, a city on N Kyushu in SW Japan: steel industry. Also Yahata —
Random House Dict.,, Random House College Dict.

Kokura, a seaport on N Kyushu, in SW Japan. — Random House Dict.,, Random
House College Dict.

Moji, a seaport on N Kyushu, in SW Japan. — Random House Dict., Random House
College Dict.

A, BEROW, FRM38FE (1963F) 2 A, Fidl - &« A\t - P« FROE
A EPt LCde M s diskiz, of B. (2).

Yawata: All 1T can do now is to turn your detailed comment to our geography editor,
who I am sure will utilize it in his review of the entry.

(2) Shikibu, n. Murasaki— Random House Dict. ##i3% ¢/c\v~, Murasaki Shikibu,
Court lady 9781-1031?, Japanese poet and novelist »-+% = L, Shikibu: “Murasaki”,
as given, is not the meaning but rather a cross-reference item, which unfortunately in

this case is not fully done. I would let the item read as follows in future printing:
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see Murasahi Shikibu.

(3) bonze, a Buddhist monk, esp. of Japan or China. [appar. back formation from
bonzes <. NL bonzi (pl. of bonzus) < Jap bonzi, bonsi << Chin fan seng devout person]
— Random House Dict. FEJi@ Jap bonzi, bonsi % Jap bonso (3f4) ic.

bonze: You are right that bonzi, bonsi in the etymology should correctly read bonso,
which will be done in our future edition. I’ve just found that this has been taken care
of in the RHCD.

(4) Ginza the, a street in Tokyo, Japan, famous for its nightclubs, bars, and the
like — Random House Dict., Ginza the, a street in Tokyo, Japan, famous for its
nightclubs and bars. — Random House College Dict. I hRnBEE DAL S AT,
W ARERENS D, BEATEIEh2L5CE—-THLLATHE TR TV,
a street Tl { an area TH5,

Ginza: You are also right that this is not just a street, since it is an area, The cor-
rection to that effect will be made in the future.

(5) club sandwich U. S, a sandwich having two layers of sliced meat, lettuce,
tomato, etc., between three slices of bread; double-decker. — Random House College
Dict. =fEhY v FA » ¥+, U.S. @ label # Bl L Tt £ 5 5s,

club sandwich: The U. .S. label in the RHCD should be changed to read Ckiefly U.
S., a position moderately taken by Collins English Dictionary, because even though the
SJOED says “(orig, U, S.),” the COD/7 still asterisks it,

(6) tofu see bean curd. [<Jap]. bean curd, a creamy, white cake made from soybean
flour, used in Oriental cooking. — Random House Dict. Classic Edition. TE - % -,
used orignally in Oriental cooking but now in a wide variety of soups and main dishes.
ELTLE S b,

tofu: Your suggestion will be passed on to the cookery editor for consideration.

(7) black belt 2. Judo. a black waistband, worn with a judo costume, conferred
by a judo association upon a player to indicate that he is of the highest rank. — Random
House College Dict. B#% . ... to indicate that he or she is an expert. T 5, F
HEEOHOHITOWT, ABENLABRECLRADEAN L, LB ETBIIRETH B,
SO ARBLUELBRREAV-S, WRNLARITRE, BFOFRELEHLHEALT
W5,

black belt: You are quite right that this is also used in karate, it is not just of the
highest rank, and we should not be sexist since many women take judo or karate now-
adays. All these shortcomings will be rectified along your lines in our future editions.

(8) billion I U. S. a thousand millions 2. Brit. a million millions. — Random House
Dict., Random House College Dict., and Random House Dict, Classic Edition. paperback
@ Random House Dict. Zj#% 1. U.S. and Brit. a thousand millions 2. Brit. old
use, a million millions & L-CiX ¥ 54, of. A. (15), E. (4)

billion: This is a reminder item, but perhaps we should label def. I “and occasionally
Brit.’ and def. 2. “(fraditionally) after the existing “Brit.”

(9) truck farm, a farm for the growing of vegetables for the market — Random
House Dict. Classic Edition J 7 paperback @ Random House Dict. Z=->% U.S. @
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label %I} Tk & 5 h, HBAT TR,

truck farm: ‘This is unmistakably a U. S. term, There is nothing mysterious about
the lack of the U. S, label in both RHP and RHCL, since as a matter of space we
cannot afford to put this label throughout these two small editions.

H

The Universal Dictionary of the English Language 55 5 % &z,

(1) book-maker, person who makes a regular profession of betting at horse-races.
BETRLY, Ml iomfRE LTHEBHYLTBA, ThHAH, - betting, asathorse-
races L1735, i

(2) to make love to, to court. = }i{Z to have sexual intercourse *hl% TiL& H
i, (RETD REZTH, THD,

(3) Seven Seas, the Arctic and Antarctic, N, and S. Atlantic, N. and S. Pacific,
and Indian Oceans. = i the navigable waters of the world (£ RO OHITIC
TAHW) ML TLE 5 h,

(4) out-Herod To supass Herod in cruelty &c., from ‘Hamlet’, ii. 2, ‘it out-Herod
Herod’, referring to the overacted part of Herod in the old mystery plays. = ¢ Herod
A E = ~F % FEAMC L Herod Antipas Tig<, #ROF VAL 2BETHI LD
Bethlehemm D3RO ER Y 6 U= ETL Herod the Great ©5 5%,

(5) the V (victory) sign was made by the index and middle fingers upraised and
spread to form a V. = h% (1) the V. sign is made ... to form a V, palm outward, as
symbol of victory (2) the V. sign is made... to form a V, palm inward, as wvulgar
derisory gesture :-1 5, (b2

Thank you very much for your letter and for the interesting comments you have
made. With regard to V. (for Victory), you may like to know that this is also known
as a HARVEY SMITH in England. You may have heard of Mr. Smith, who is a
well-known showjumper, and who has been a member of the British Olympic Team.

Summary

English dictionaries and encyclopedias are thought to be accurate, But I should say
there are no English dictionaries and encyclopedias free from error. Samuel Johnson
(1709-84), an Englishman, said, “Dictionaries are like watches, the worst is better than
none, and the best cannot be expected to po quite true.

It is regrettable that the misrepresentations of things Japanese result in the misunder-
standing of Japan and her people. About twenty-eight vears ago 1 became interested in
mistakes in English dictionaries, for example, the Japan Seas in the Universal Dictionary
of the English Language (1952), published by Routledge and Kegan Paul, Ltd., in London.
The plural s in the Japan seas should be deleted. Eighteen vears or so have passed since
I began to correspond, for correction, with editorial staffs.

This paper contains remarks, from eight editors of the following dictionaries and
encyclopedias, concerning questionable items.

The Concise Macquarie Dictionary (1982), Australia
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Webster’s Third New Internationa! Dictionary (1966, 1971, 1981), Webster's New
Collegiate Dictionary (1979), & Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (1983), Mer-
riam-Webster Inc., Massachusetts, U. S. A.

The World Book Encyclopedia (1981), U. S. A.

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica (1974), U. S. A.

Webster’s New World Dictionary, College Edition (1982) & Webster’s New Twentieth
Century Dictionary (1979), Simon & Schuster, Ohio, U. S. A.

The World Book Dictionary (1979), U. S, A., & The Second Barnhart Dictionary of
New English (1980), U. S. A.

Random House Dictionary (1970), Random House College Dictionary (1982), Random
House Dictionary Classic Edition (1983), & Random House Dictionary (paperback) (1980),
U.S. A,

The Universal Dictionary of the English Language (1961), England.

Your emendations and suggestions will be gladly received.



