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Summary

In the prewar days, Japan's “liberal education” was mainly provided to high school students.
A liberal education was in fact a symbol of the elite who went on to the Imperial Universities and
upon graduation, became leaders in Japan, such as bureaucrats, presidents of big companies,
politicians and so on.

After World War II, Japan was under the control of the American Occupation Army which
tried to expel the extreme right wing thoughts taught at schools and to introduce the democratic
“general education” which Harvard University had already instituted in place of “liberal
education”.

The “general education” transplanted in the postwar universities in Japan did not, however,
work well, partly because the departments of specialized studies continued to exist as in the
prewar days with a department of general education attached and partly because the professors
who were in charge of general education were gathered from high schools, normal schools
technical schools and so on. This resulted in a large gap between the departments of specialized
studies and general education and generated a sense of discrimination among the professors.
The professors in charge of general education, moreover, faced discrimination and were even
despised by the professors of special studies.

“Liberal education” is essential in contemporary Japan because after the end of the cold war,
communism faded away and we began to live in “Le Nouveau Moyen Age” in which people are,
in a sense, lost as globalization prevails. There is dire need for good leaders who should be well-
educated with a strong will, self-confidence, leadership and decency. Developing such leaders
requires a solid “liberal education”.

We therefore must establish a new type of Iberal arts college like in the United States as well as

Japanese style of ENA, one of the “grandes écoles” of France.

Key words: liberal education, general education, tutorial



