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On the Nara-ehon The Tale of Sisters Kacho-Figetsu

— Reprinting and Interpretation of the Nara University Library Version —

Kimiko Shiode, Yumi Makisaka, Hitoshi Ohta
Masataka Watanabe, Yuji Nakao

The Tale of Sisters Kacho-Figetsu is a story in which noble people playing a fan matching
game debate as to whether the hero painted on one of the fans is Genji or Narihira. To find the
answer, they call the Azusa-miko sisters Ka-cho (Flower-Bird) and Fa-getsu (Wind-Moon),
female sharman who summon oracles of spiritual beings by plucking the azusa (catalpa) bow. It
is an Otogizoshi,short stories of the Muromachi and Edo periods, which includes the digests of
The Tales of Ise and The Tale of Genji. Therefore, this story is also characterized as being a
guide to classical literature.

The Nara University Library has two versions of the Nara-ehon The Tale of Sisters Kacho-
Fuagetsu, referred to as A and B. Both the A and B versions were formerly stored in the Kuyo
Bunko, whose facsimile editions have been published but have not yet been reprinted. This
study shows the B version's reprinting and interpretation, and compares the reprinting with
that of the A version. The lines of the two versions' texts are explained on the basis of the above
comparison. Regarding the illustrations, each scene is identified with reference to the text, and

the respective characteristics are identified.

Key words: The Tale of Sisters Kacho-Fugetsu, Nara-ehon, illustrations
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