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Summary

There are a lot of works or treatises on the study of Shinran (1173-—1262),
which have been written from the various points of view. Especially, the results
in historical studies have been remarkable in recent years. However, it is
indispensable to research the essential qualities of his thought and ethics which
are contained in his religious experiences.

A way of religious life is deeply concemed in the source of formation of
human existence as a way of ethical life. That is to say, ethics asks us bow a
man should do, religion asks us how a man should live. Therefore, 1 man wili
have to gaze at his own inner life exhaustively and profoundly.

Shinran’s religious faith is called ”Shinjin”. We should recognize that it shows
his conspicuous character as absolute faith. In his religious thought, which is
based on this absolute faith, ‘evil” can be found in the cxpressions in the Tannisho
and the Kydgyoshinshs, implying the original sin. In this paper, I intend to
research how he finds his own inner self, overcomes the original sin and makes
his way of flife in his absolute faith. Thence, according to his religious thought,
the source of formation of human existence is composed of the original sin,
and the salvation of this original sin is completed through the wonderful power
of Amida’s Original Prayor. We must study his thought, faith and ethics on this

theme.



