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Summary

Thomas Piketty’s Capital in the 21% Century contains the slightly vicious statement that only two
World Wars could preclude and even invert the inegalitarian and divergent tendency of the capitalist
economy. Influenced by his vision and so-called “Hamilton’s Rule” (the inclusive fitness theory) in
evolutional biology, | constructed the hypothesis that wars are a well-tuned place where nepotistic and
reproductive strategies are selected in order to raise one’s family’s status through gaining nationalistic
honors or prestige by way of various altruistic behaviors in an age of upheaval in a stratified society. |
examined the hypothesis through interviews with a bereaved family and a survivor of the “Kamikaze”
suicide attack, one of the supreme altruistic and self-sacrificing behaviors of the Second World War.
Contrary to my hypothesis, this bereaved family of the Kamikaze pilot greatly suffered from loss of an
important breadwinner in the postwar restoration era, only to be late to recover the quality of family life
and to fail to endow his young siblings with adequate education. Compared to their situation, the eco-
nomic situation of the survivor’s family was stable and enabled them to rebuild the family life earlier in
the same era, which perhaps means that “Hamilton’s Rule” is not applicable to these cases and that the

common-sense view about family lives after the war may be true.

[Key words] war, evolutionary biology, reproductive success, inclusive fitness, Kamikaze
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