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Summary

Are Plastic Buckets Folk Tools?
—A Philosophy of Things Made——

Ken MARUTA

In this article, 1 will take up a certain theory of folklore studies which asserts that a plastic bucket
should be considered a folk tool of the present age. Why was such a claim advanced, and what exactly
is wrong with it, if it is in fact problematic? First, we will see the formation of the classical definition
of folk tools (Chapter 2). Then, we will see how the “folk tool theory of plastic buckets” was put for-
ward as an antithesis to the classical definition (Chapter 3). In order to recognize the plurality of condi-
tions for folk tools, we will have an historical overview of wooden yuimono buckets (Chapter 4). The
“folk tool theory of plastic buckets” is criticized for satisfying only one condition (insufficiently at
that), and neglecting the others (Chapter 5). Finally, the suggestion is made to determine membership

as a folk tool according to the relative distance from core examples.

[Key words] folk tool theory of plastic buckets, wooden bucket, “ideas and patterns”, Aristotelian plu-

ralness of causes, traditionality
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