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Summary
[ Buddhist Printing Blocks in the Nara University Museum |

Research on Buddhist printing blocks has been conducted in the areas of bibliography,
modern publication and digital archiving, with a focus on historical meaning and categorization.
However, analysis from the field of Cultural Properties Science including physical observation,
interpretation and preservation remains insufficient.

This thesis addresses the issue through the study of Kouya buddhist printing blocks which
are stored in the Nara University Museum. Specifically, the author has studied one group, the 63

stamp-type Kouya printing blocks, focusing on their structure, size and engraved characters.
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Through the appropriate application of cultural property methodologies, variations in length,
breadth, weight and types of engraved characters were observed. Since this analysis was based
solely on the dimensions of the stamps, the relationship of these findings to the dates when they

were produced as well as the specific groups who produced them remain to be investigated.
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