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Summary

On the Standing Statue of Maitreya Enshrined in the Murou-ji Maitreya Hall

Hitoshi Oota

At present, Standing Miroku bosatsu are enshrined in a Maitreya hall in Murou-ji temple in
Nara. It's thought that a production time of this statue is thought that it is between the end of
the eighth century and the beginning of the ninth century. Questions have been raised by
several scholars about the fact that this image was produced as Miroku bosatsu. So I thought
the name of this statue to consider.

First of all, I considered whether there was an example of the creation of the Miroku bosatsu
of the statue around the Nara period. In light of actual examples and literature materials Miroku
bosatsu of a standing figure isn't produced except for an all exceptional case during that period.
The Miroku bosatsu produced this time is a seated statue or seated with one leg pendent
mostly. Therefore, I thought at the time of production that Murou-ji statue was not Miroku
bosatsu.

Next, I showed the idea that this statue is Kok@zo bosatsu. As its basis, I mainly considered
the wooden Kokiizo bosatsu statue of Daigo-ji temple and a recent paper on it. Because the hand
gestures and attributes held by the deities of Murou-ji temple are quite similar to the images of
Kokiizo bosatsu in Daigo-ji temple.

Finally, I briefly mentioned the production background of this Murou-ji's statue. Hisosan-ji
temple in Yoshino there was a tradition of “Jinenti” sect training at the forest. Murou-ji statue

is considered to be a sample based on that tradition.

Key words : Miroku bosatsu (Sk. Maitreya), Kokdzo bosatsu (Sk. Akasagarbha). Kokizo

Gumonjiho. Jinenti (Svayam-bhujiana), Forest training
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