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The system of Imperial household artists and the role played by Kuroda Seiki.

In the Meiji Era, for encouraging art and crafts, the system of giving excellent artists a
lifetime honorary status was established. Tmperial Household Artists’ was appointed under this
system. For Meiji artists it was great honor to be appointed to an Imperial House hold Aritist.

In the field of painting, almost all the nominee were Japanese paints due to the consideration
of holding national cultural tradition. However, in 1910, Seiki Kuroda was appointed as an
Imperial Household Artist. Kuroda had a different background from other Japanese colleagues
of European drawings. He had got the award in a French salon and transferred the new mode of
European paints to Japan. This paper is reconsidering Kuroda's nomination in the context of the

development of Meiji artists” society.

Key words : The system of Imperial household artists Kuroda Seiki Foreign painting
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