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Summary

Rakuichi means to free and emancipate the trade from the established and
privileged za, which were the gilds in medieval Japan. But in order to realize
the process it was necessary to break down the time-honoured privileges by the
expanding commercial activities of the new classes which were emerging in and
around the progressive cities of Nara and Kyoto.

The freedom and emancipation, however, were realized and to some extent
limited under such conditions that the Daimyos (seigniorial lords) toiled to unify
their own territorial lands. In spite of the efforts of Iehide Ochi, a seigniorial
lord in Yamato, for instance, did not succeed in establishing Rakuicki through
his failure to unify his seigniory, while Nobunaga Oda of Mino throughly

attained his aim.



