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Summary
The Beauty of Craftworks — Arendt and Use Objects

Ken MARUTA

In order to examine the significance of artifacts for human beings, this article explores Hannah Arendt's
notion of “work” from the aesthetic perspective.

According to Arendt, the work carried out by the homo faber gives the world relative durability or
solidity, and his/her artifacts are divided into two kinds, i.e., use objects and works of art. But these two
kinds cannot sharply be distinguished by the contrast of “utility vs beauty” because beauty can also reside
in use objects. In preparation for treating as an issue the beauty of use objects, I will first survey Arendt’s
views on the works of art, fragmented over various places in her writings. The ultimate ground of beauty
can be found in the sensus communis, the sense “which fits us into a community with others”, and this
observation should apply to the beauty of use objects. In addition, the paradigmatic role of examples in the
aesthetic judgment will be touched upon. After giving an interpretation to Arendt's view on artifacts, I will
consider its point of contact to the theory of mingei (folk crafts) of Yanagi Muneyoshi. That beauty resides
in mundane use objects is particularly stressed for the traditional tools called mingei crafts. The article ends
with a short examination of how use objects such as mingei crafts can contribute in its distinctive way to

the durability of the world and, hence, the identity of human beings.

Key words: use objects (tools), works of art, durability of the world, mingei, sensus communis
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