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The Tradition of Wani-clan

I. On the origin of clan-name

Kozo KURrRosawa

Summary

The word “Wani” often appears in ancient Japanese literature. It is thought to

Howerer, there are no crocodiles in Japan. In Indonesia

mean “Crocodile”,

the first

In many cases

in some areas.

”»

“Crocodile” is pronounced “Wanjia

syllable is pronounced “Wa.” In ancient times there was a clan in Japan called

“Wani”. The crocodile was the deity of this clan. Ther are similar cases in

It is possible that ancestors of the Wani clan crossed over from

Indonesia.

Indonesia to Japan. As there are South Sea and Indonesian elements in ancient

Japanese literature and in the mythology, perhaps this is because some of the

ancestors of the Japanese crossed over from the South Sea to Japan,



