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Changes in Commuting Patterns in the Toronto Metropolitan Area
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Abstract

Many studies on the commuting patterns of metropolitan areas have noted a decline in the rate of
commuting from suburbs to the urban center. The extent to which this trend continued in the 2010s has not
been extensively researched. This study examines changes in commuting patterns in the Toronto
metropolitan area from 2011 to 2016 based on the census data.

Results showed that the rate of commuting from the suburbs to Toronto has decreased. The cities of
Mississauga, Markham, and Vaughan, in particular, have grown as suburban nucleations, the largest of
which is Mississauga. The commuting area to Mississauga has been expanding to exurban areas, which are

not included in the Toronto metropolitan area defined as a commuting area to Toronto.

Keywords : metropolitan suburbs, commuting pattern, Toronto metropolitan area
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