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Abstract

Since the 2000s, the central government's policy of decentralization has drastically changed the business
environment of local governments through mergers, while at the same time supporting the promotion of
"community autonomy" by encouraging the formation of organizations to promote autonomy by local
residents. The public library has been faced with the challenge of how to support the autonomy of the
community by its residents. While such a sense of autonomy was being fostered, there was a movement to
promote the collaboration of local residents in planning the construction, service and operation of new
libraries. Currently, some local governments have started to privatize public services through structural
reform, while others have begun collaborating with local residents in the planning and operation of
libraries. I will examine the reasons why public libraries are operated by public institutions and consider the

objectives of collaborating with local residents in library planning.

Keywords : public library, decentralization, citizen autonomy, citizen collaboration,

library development
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