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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the way of thinking and the behavior of Shibusawa Eiichi , the
“Father of Japanese capitalism” , with a consideration of the influences of Confucianism and Saint-
Simonism.

Throughout his lifetime , Mr. Shibusawa established and/ or took part in over 500 companies and more
than 600 public welfare services such as schools , hospitals, orphanages and so on. The analysis clarified
that Mr. Shibusawa was a nationalist who tried to serve his country governed by the emperor in order to
make Japan prosperous and strong. Furthermore, it establishes that he was also a pragmatist who interpreted
Confucianism, including the Discourses of Confucius, pragmatically and made it a guiding principle for his
life. Mr. Shibusawa emphasized the importance of the unity of “the Discourses of Confucius and an abacus”
—that is,” morality and economy”. This unique way of thinking came to be called “Shibusawaism”. Mr.
Shibusawa was so highly regarded that he was decorated as a viscount, a truly exceptional honor among

businessmen.

Keywords: Confucianism, Saint-Simonism, nationalist, pragmatist
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