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Relationship between discontinuing and abolishing a railway and regions on

the Sendai Railway before high economic growth occurred in Japan in the 1950s
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Abstract

This paper clarifies the relationship between the discontinuation and abolishment of a

railway in some regions on the Sendai Railway, which affected an area of about 40 km of
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railway lines, before high economic growth occurred in Japan. Although the common belief
was that this occurred after a major typhoon, the author goes into greater detail using
Ministry of Transport’s documents that are now in the possession of the National Archives of
Japan. Some business managers gave up on the idea of running railways there because of their
low speed and narrow gauges, and they intended to switch to bus transport along the Sendai
Railway before WWIIL. Others wanted to make the switch in the wake of extensive wind and
flood damage caused by Typhoon Kathleen in 1947. Another reason for this part of the Sendai
Railway being discontinued and abolished was the railway worksite had become a hotbed of
labor strife due to the railway employees’ heightened sense of entitlement in August 1950. The
second labor association was formed to deal with the management in the bus branch of the
Sendai Railway Company. The management personnel abolished residual railway lines five
years later after they refused to operate a railway on the line.

Key words : Sendai Railway, typhoon damage, labor campaign, labor association, buses



