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Some Problems concerning the Authorship of ‘‘Konyo-Zushiki”
(World Geography written by Mizukuri Family in 1845)
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Summary

Konyo-Zushiki (World Geography with Map), appearing in 1845, one of gloomy
years succeeded by political violences and turmoils, was a peculiar and an epoch-
making geographical work in Japan. Ii contained the newest informations of
foreign affairs, chiefly translated from the geographical books of Duich origin, and
was welcomed by both intelligent and patriotic Japanese. The author of this
book (A.) was clearly Shégo Mizukuri, 24 years by age, though backed by his
father-in-law, Genpo Mizukuri, a famous scholar at the time. In 1846, when
the enlarged editions (B.) of this book were requested by people, Shégo suddenly
died by lung disease, having had written some parts of Book B. So, his father
planned to succeed his son’s work, putting his old manuscripts, somewhat fittable
to son’s themes and published them in the end of 1946 or short time later.
This means that the publishing date was whether before or after Shogo's death.
This paper deals very delicate situation of perplexing mind of Genpo, and aimed
to discriminate the authorship between father and son, by some evidences of
humanistic and economic sides.



