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Abstract

Based on the author's lecture notes, this article aims to give a basic understanding — or a version of it
— of Wittgenstein's philosophy by presenting what I take to be its key elements as plainly as possible.
With some retouching of the notes, the following points are made in the present article. (1) In the early
philosophy of Wittgenstein, there was the “picture theory of language”, which regards language as
grounded in extra-linguistic reality, and meaning as given by the correspondence of language to that
reality. (2) In his later philosophy, this earlier idea is relinquished, and the grammar of language is thought
to be autonomous, with no extra-linguistic grounds. In this phase, meaning is to be found in the use of
language. (3)While the later philosophy places emphasis on the rules of language-games, it also
recognizes the use of expressions in a “secondary sense”, which is difficult to explain by reference to
regular rules. Although consideration of the secondary sense is arguably essential in achieving an
overview of the language-games, especially those concerning psychological experiences, this perspective
is not fully developed by Wittgenstein. Further examination is therefore necessary for a fuller

understanding of Wittgenstein's philosophy and the possible development of its interpretation.

Keywords: use theory of meaning, rule, secondary sense, figurative extension
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