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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the relationship between material mobilization planning and
abolishing railways and tramways, including regional perspectives, in the end stages of WWIL. The
reality of the situation has been clarified by using documents by Mr. Sonosuke Nagasaki, a president of
Japan National Railway, which have been in the possession of the Railway Museum in Saitama City,
Japan. Although abolishing railways and reducing double tracks for material mobilization planning had
started on the Japan Government Railway lines from July 1943, it was clarified that the required amount
was insufficient until 1944.

Because the Japanese government frequently reviewed and changed the material mobilization plan, the
Ministry of Transportation and Communication was unable to abolish the railways and tramways.
Although the Ministry had selected some J.G.R. lines nearer to supply demand areas in consideration of
the distance of conveyance, they considered selecting more private railways and tramways rather than
J.G.R. lines. Steel stocks had been mainly turned over for drawing out lines in border areas in Karafuto
(the South Sakhalin) between Japan and the U.S.S.R., and the Agatsuma line for transporting iron ore in
Gunma Prefecture from the J.G.R. lines in 1944. The Ministry had been turning over constructing lines

for transporting nickel ore in Celebes Island from some private railways and tramways.

Keywords: material mobilization plan, documents by Mr. Sonosuke Nagasaki, turn over for drawing out

line, Japan Government Railway line, private railway and tramway
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