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Abstract

I had the opportunity to survey the neighborhood association in Yaese town, Shimajiri, Okinawa
Prefecture. Traditional rituals and festivals are run mainly by neighborhood associations, and rituals and
events of the 15th night and the old Bon festival are important events for the local community. As a result
of the survey, it was found that gaining a role in traditional rituals and performing arts and participating
in them fostered an attachment to the community for those who lived there. To play a role was to feel
proud of the residents and to be a "local person".

Also, they recognize the ward as their own ward by participating in traditional rituals and performing
arts. Furthermore, it provided recognition of a close-knit group and a feeling of camaraderie. Some of
them were organized.

I found that the inheritance of traditional performing arts and festivals is one of the requirements to

sustain the region.

Keywords: Okinawa, ward, traditional rituals and festivals, attachment to the community, camaraderie
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Abstract

A Consideration of the “Haircutting Phantoms” in the Early Modern Period:
“Kaii” and Media Theory

Norio MURAKAMI

This article is a study on the strange phenomenon known as kamikiri (“haircutting phantoms”) that
appeared sporadically in urban areas in the early modern period. In previous studies, it was discussed based
on only a small number of cases. There are actually more than 30 historical materials documenting kamikiri.
While at first glance the contents are diverse, careful attention shows certain characteristics determined by
the type of media. In stock-type media, kamikiri are regarded as being the work of devilish foxes. This is a
rational interpretation consistent with the information accumulated. On the other hand, through rumors and
in other printed materials, this phenomenon was freely interpreted in various ways. As a result, the image of

kamikiri was diversified and amplified through such media.

Keywords: strange phenomenon, kamikiri (“haircutting phantoms™) , media
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