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Abstract

A Consideration of the “Haircutting Phantoms” in the Early Modern Period:
“Kaii” and Media Theory

Norio MURAKAMI

This article is a study on the strange phenomenon known as kamikiri (“haircutting phantoms”) that
appeared sporadically in urban areas in the early modern period. In previous studies, it was discussed based
on only a small number of cases. There are actually more than 30 historical materials documenting kamikiri.
While at first glance the contents are diverse, careful attention shows certain characteristics determined by
the type of media. In stock-type media, kamikiri are regarded as being the work of devilish foxes. This is a
rational interpretation consistent with the information accumulated. On the other hand, through rumors and
in other printed materials, this phenomenon was freely interpreted in various ways. As a result, the image of

kamikiri was diversified and amplified through such media.

Keywords: strange phenomenon, kamikiri (“haircutting phantoms™) , media
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