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Abstract

Cowherd and imperial court in the territory of Kamigamo Shrine in the early modern period

Norio MURAKAMI

This paper clarifies the actual situation of the Ushikai, who belonged to the Forbidden Order
in the early modern period and were involved in the operation of bullock carts and other ac-
tivities. Ushikai in the early modern period were revived and maintained after Toyotomi Hid-
eyoshi’ s Jurakudai Gyouko, and the bullock cart was also an authority figure of samurai power.
The oxherds not only operated the oxcarts, but also served at annual court ceremonies. The
oxherds had oral traditions and specialized skills related to these rituals and ox cart operations,
which were inherited by specific families. However, with the advent of trains and horse-drawn

carriages in the modern era, this role came to an end.

Key words : cowherd. ox carriage. imperial court. Kamigamo Shrine
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