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Abstract

How to use Itozakura-Honcho-Sodachi in the works of Kyoden, Bakin, and Ikku

Kazunori NAKAO

This article examines how to use the Joruri (ballad drama) Itozakura-Honcho-Sodachi (written
by Kino-Jotaro, first performed in March 1777) as a common source for Yomihon (one type
of fantastic novel) and Gokan (one type of illustrated novel). After that, we will clarify the
evaluation of the characters in each work. The works adopt in this article is Azumaotoko-Ren-
rino-Itoguchi (written by Jippensha Ikku, first published in 1809), Itozakura-Honcho-Bunzui
(written by Santo Kyoden, first published in 1810), Itozakura-Shuncho-Kien (written by Kyo-
kutei Bakin, first publushed in 1812). In all of these works, Tsunagoro is highly evaluated, while
Hanazaki, Ofusa, Sashichi, and Koito tend to be evaluated differently. In addition, Kyoden and
Bakin' s works also show an attitude of incorporating the tastes and character descriptions of

previous works.

Key words : Joruri (ballad drama), Yomihon (one type of fantastic nobel), Gokan (one type of

illustrated novel), character molding, device
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