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A Historico-geographical Study on the Division of
Common Forest in the Edo Era
—In the case of Hachiishi-yama on the north-eastern
corner of the Nara basin—
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Summary

The origin of Hachiishi-yama, a common forest among four farming communes
which is located on the north-eastern corner of the Nara basin, has not been
vet clarified. 1t is said, however, its system as a common forest, had been
formed already in the middle ages with a certain historical territory corresponding
to the areas of those communes. Originally, Hachiishi-yama had not been divided
among either communes or farms, but it was considerable long time so-called
“joint proprerty”. In 1741, it was divided among four communes-Minaminagai,
Kitanagai, Deyashiki and Kodono, and then respective parts were allotted to
farms in the commune. After Nagaimura had been seperated into three smaller
communes-Minaminagai, Kitanagai and Deyashiki, they had their own shares
in the former “jointly held forests”. According to the agreement done later by
related four communes, however, the new system was not so different from the
former one i.e. “joint property”, because it was not put to a free use by each
commune or farm. The division of the forests influenced on the‘‘Land register”
after 1888 when new town and village system was carried out. Since that time,
the allotment of each commune has become its exclave on the one hand, and
the allotment of each farm had gradually turned into individual property on the
other.



