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Summary

I had already shown some aspects of the ‘Butsudan’ (Buddhist’s homewor-
ship altar) industry in our country in my former papers. This time I surveyed
the same industry in Yamagata district, especially in the vicinity of Yama-
gata city. This district seems the northernmost manufacturing center in
Japan. Apparently, there are many fervent believers of Soto Sect, one
branch of Buddhism, in this district than any other region in Japan. They
believe the immortality of their ancestor’s souls, and they hope and expect
the protection by unseen souls upon them.

Accordingly they piously perform their religious services for the departed
souls of their ancestors, figured in ‘Zushi’ (small golden laquered shrine) in
the temples belonging to them. To satisfy those Soto believer's spiritual
demand, there occured the Zushi industry in Yamagata, which is never found
in any other region. Of course the Butsudan industry was already flourishing
here, but in addition of this, peculiar Zushi industry originated in Yamagata
city. There are nine big ‘Toiya’ or makers, and each of them has own
subordinate subconstractors, which numbered about 150 families and whose
works are divided in nine specialized processes in Zushi making. Assembling
materials from these specialized workers and making Zushi and also selling
are the lots of *Toiya’ and thus the very rare traditional home industry
was established here.



